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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Far be it from 7 to glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Clirist.—Gal: 6: 14. 


Te 


. November 29.—Christ Crucified . Mark 15 : 21-41 ; 
. December 6, Annas Risen from the 
es Mark 16 ; 1-8; Matt. 28 : r1-15 


Luke 23 : 39-43 


x: October 4.—Christ Anointed for Burial, ... . Mark 14: I-n8 
2. October 11.—The Last Supper ......... Mark 14 : 12-25 
3. October 18.—In the Garden of Gethsemane . . . Mark 14: 32-42 
4. October 25.—Jesus and Judas. . Matt. 26 : 14-25, 47-50; 27 : 3-10 
November x.—The Arrest and Trial of Jesus . . Matt. 26 : 47-68 
z November 8.—Sowing and Reaping (World’s 
Temperance Sunday)............. Gal. 6 : 1-10 
. November 15.—Jesus and Peter . Mark 14 : 27-31, 53, 54, 66-72 
f November 22.—Jesus and Pilate . Matt. 27: 41-31; Luke 23 : 1-25 
9 
0. 


_. . ASR oral wi Matt. 28 : 16-20; Luke 24 : 36-49 
12. Dec. 20.—The Ascension. . Luke 24: 53% Acts: i-08 
Or, Christmas Lesson—The Reign of Beate I Isa. 11: 1-10 

33. December 27,—Review : Jesus the World’s Saviour and King. 





If you are a national advertiser, think over the list of 
persons who are managing, and working in, several 
of the Sunday-schools, large and small, that you know 
best. Recall who are the officers, who the teachers. 
Think of the homes from which they come, the in- 
terests they have. Their kind is The Sunday School 
‘Times kind of reader. Does your announcement 
reach this very desirable group of buyers? 


At Bethlehem 
By Joseph A. Richards 


‘¢ [TT SHALL be taxed,” said Cesar. 
at once 
The mighty enginery of empire moved 
To grind a grist of gold from all who lived 
Between the millstones of the Roman rule. 
And all the world was taxed, and Joseph too 
At Bethlehem. 


‘It shall be blessed.” Jehovah spake, and lo— 

An angel sped to tell a lowly maid 

That through her Spirit-fathered Son-the earth 

In all its families should know God’s love. 

And angels sang and shepherds heard of peace 
At Bethlehem. 


And 








Eye Disclosures 

A life-interest often flashes out through the eye. 
A man greeting a bootblack whom he knew noticed 
that the bootblack, in acknowledging his greeting, at 
once looked at the other's shoes. The bootblack 
could notshelp wanting to see whether there was any 


possible ‘‘business’’ there ; unp@lished shoes were 
hopeful. So the swift glance of our eye over and over 
again betrays an instinctive, irrepressible interest in 
our life. The interested look of the eye at something 


unworthy reveals an unworthy interest, perhaps uncon- 
ciously present, but nevertheless there, and not yet 





overcome. There is only one sure way to safeguard 
our looking. It is to let our Lord Jesus Christ do the 
entire overcoming of all the unworthiness within, If 
he is always on guard, we need not be afraid of what 
our interested looks will disclose. 


a 
**Too Good for Hell” 


Who is the hopelessly lost man? For one, he is 
the best man living who has not accepted God's for- 
giveness through Jesus Christ as Saviour. It is hard 
for a man whose life is apparently loving, kind, moral, 
worthy, to see this of himself and of others; but it is 
true. The grace of God—that is, the undeserved for- 
giveness and love of God—is the only escape from 
eternal punishment for every one in the world. A 
masterly discussion on ‘‘ The Grace of God’’ in the 
latest volume of ‘‘ Fundamentals’’ points out : ‘* Grace 
cannot even begin with us until the law has reduced 
us to speechless guilt (Rom, 3 : 19). So long as there 
is the slightest question of utter guilt, utter helpless- 
ness, there is no place for grace. If I am not, indeed, 
quite so good as I ought to be, but yet quite too good 
for hell, I am not an object for the grace of God, but 
for the illuminating and convicting and death-dealing 
work of his law.'' That is God’s way of looking at 
it: the man who is ‘* too good for hell’’ is a lost man. 
Yet God instantly saves such a man when, repentant 
and trusting, he simply receives God’s forgiveness 
through Christ his Saviour, 


x 
The Only Safe Walking 


There is only one way to walk without stumbling 
or fear, It is to let Christ do all our walking. A 
little child, not much over two years old, its hand in 
its mother’s, stood uncertainly and hesitatingly near 
the top of a long flight of steps leading from a railroad 
station to the street. The mother was doing her best 
to help and encourage the little one to start down the 


a 


steps ; but to the child it seemed a difficult and dan- 
gerous undertaking. Then aman, evidently a stranger 
with a big heart, stooped and lifted the little child 
bodily into, his arms, ready to carry it safely and with- 
out fear down the entire flight of steps. To be carried 
—for that little one—was the safest kind of walking. 
And to be carried is the Christian's only safe way of 
walking. We are sure to stumble or fall if, even with 
Christ's help, we try to do any of the walking our- 
selves, Our Lord wants to assume the whole respon- 
sibility, carrying us just as completely as that strong 
man carried the little child. To ‘* walk in the Spirit'’ 
is-to be wholly within the Spirit and let Him do the 
walking. If we are in Christ, Christ is round about, 
above, and below us, and our walk is his responsibility. 
And he never stumbles, 


x 
The Christmas Friendship 


A new Friend came into the world on Christmas 
Day. He was the world’s oldest and best Friend ; 
but the world needed to know him anew. At a meet- 
ing recently held at the Mount Hermon Boys’ School, 
founded by D. L. Moody, students from different 
countries took part. One was an Indian from Dakota. 
He told of having returned to his home after a long 
absence, and of being asked by the old grandmother 
whether he had come in contact with many white peo- 
ple in his travels. Replying that he had, his grand- 
mother asked if he had heard of one called Jesus 
Christ. Yes, he said he had heard of him; but he 
had not taken much interest in him, nor sought to 
learn specially about him. Then the grandmother 
replied that she wished the young man would learn 
more about Him and seek His friendship, for she 
wished to see her grandson in the world beyond, 
access to which came only through friendship with 
Christ. That conversation, said the Indian boy at 
Mount Hermon, had never left him, and it resulted 
in his conversion. Christmas Day is a lost world's 
doorway into salvation. 
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Where Defeated Christians Learn to Reign 


BOUT forty-five years ago there was noticeable 


an awakening of Christian people, in different, 


parts of the world, to their need of greater vic- 
tory over the power of sin in their own lives. An 
American and his wife were notably used in small 
meetings in England to show defeated Christians the 
way of victory. In 1874 some University students 
from Cambridge suggested the spending of a few days 
in prayer and meditation centering about this same 
blessing of victory ; the gathering, at a place called 
Broadlands, was a Pentecostal one. A similar con- 
ference was held at Oxford, in vacation time that 
year ; and for ten days ‘‘a new thing’’ came to pass 
in the University city. Ministers and laymen of dif- 
ferent denominations and from different countries—a 
thousand more or less—came together to pour out 
their hearts in confession, in expression of need, and 
in thanksgiving. Said one who was there: ‘‘Con- 
ferences must be of another type henceforth."’ 

At the Oxford Conference a Church of England 
clergyman whose ministry was in a little lake town in 
the north of England was led out into such a life of 
peace and power as he had never before known was 
possible, He longed to share his blessing with others, 
especiaily with the people of his own parish. Early 
the following summer a great gathering of some eight 
thousand persons had been held at Brighton, carrying 
forward the message of the Oxford meeting ; and then 
the English clergyman, his heart overflowing with the 
blessing that had made his own life new, planned for 
a small gathering at his parish home in Keswick. 





God had purposed wonderful things for Keswick : 
things that the Keswick clergyman, Canon Harford- 
Battersby, presiding at that first meeting, could not 
have foreseen, From that year 1875 to this year 1914 
the Keswick Convention has continued, until it has 
come to stand for a truth that is quickening, deliver- 
ing, and empowering the Church of Christ unto the 
ends of the earth, 

For Keswick is a place where defeated Christians 
learn to reign. The truth that God has so honored 
there has doubtless been preached, with greater or less 
clearness and faithfulness, all through the nineteen 
centuries since our Lord finished the work that gave it 
to men in its completion. But God has plainly seen 
fit to make Keswick a center from which, in our gen- 
eration, this truth so commonly missed by earnest 
Christians should be sent out afresh into every part of 
his Church in all the world. To Keswick, each sum- 
mer, come some five thousand persons from many 
countries, Out from Keswick they go, returning to 
their homes and churches and fields, many of them 
with a new Christ, a new salvation, a new gospel. 
From the Keswick Convention also go missioners, car- 
rying the victory-bringing truth to the Lord's own in 
various fields, And the annual report! of this wonder- 
ful convention, called ‘‘ Keswick Week,’’ brings the 
messages of the convention speakers theinselves, by 
the printed page, to hungry hearts throughout the 





1 This volume may be obtained at different prices from the Associa- 
tion Press, 124 East 28th St., New York ; and from Marshall Brothers, 
Paternoster Row, London, E. Cus England. 
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church, ‘' Keswick’’ has become a precious name to 
uncounted multitudes, 
And why? « Because the one distinctive message of 


the Keswick Convention, delivered by those who know: 


from experience that the message is true, is that our 
Lord Jesus Christ does not intend that any of his fol- 
lowers should live a life of stumbling or occasional de- 
feat; that he offers to all a life of freedom from strug- 
gle, from regret and stinging sorrow over repeated 
spiritual failure: a life of deliverance from disap- 
pointed, discouraged effort after an unattainable goal 
of victory. In a wonderful way God has guided and 
safeguarded the Keswick Convention during its forty 
years of ministry, holding it true to its great central 
message of Christ's complete power over sin in the life 
of the redeemed sinner, and delivering it from error, 
unscripturalness and unbalanced doctrine. Writing 
of the method of conducting the convention, Dr. 
Arthur T, Pierson has said ;: ‘* There has never been 
a cast-iron system of conduct ; all methods here have 
the twofold characteristic of steel ; tenacity and elas- 
ticity—great jealousy about fundamentals, but equal 
flexibility as to non-essentials,’’ 

. One who was present at the Brighton Convention 
that immediately preceded the first Keswick Conven- 
tion, a gifted author who had been a sincere Chris- 
tian before the new experience into which she was led, 
wrote ; 


‘*T should not choose the phrase ‘higher life,’ It seems 
to me the /ife; the normal, natural Christian life, which 
we a// ought to be living, not merely a few of us; which 
we ought to be living a/ways and not merely now and 
then, ... 

‘‘Our Sun is not a Revolving Light, alternately bright 
and dark, Why should our path be through alternate 
streaks of light and shadow?... 

‘*It is not ‘That ye may have a little broken interrupted 
joy,’ but ‘That A/y joy may adide in you; and that your 
joy may be fudi.’” 


‘¢ The rest of faith’’ is what Keswick stands for ; but 
a rest that is a necessary condition of the most fruitful 
service: such service, energy, activity in behalf of our 
fellows as can never be known in any other way. 

Peace, victory, joy, service: and all of these sus- 
tained in infinite measure and fulness, even as they 
are sustained in the person and life of God himself, 
That is a daring offer, is it not? None but God him- 
self would dare to make such an offer to sin-defeated 
men and women; but God’s own Word is the 
pledge. 

There has been opposition to the glad, radiant mes- 
sage of the Keswick Convention. Particularly true 
was this of the earlier days of its work. It is not easy 
for even Christian people to get away from the idea 
that we must of course sometimes fail before tempta- 
tion, It seems too good to be true that there is any 
way of unbroken escape from the power of sin while 
we are still living in these sinful bodies. Yet God's 
Word is unmistakable on this matter ; and so is the 
experience of those who take God at his word. 

The Rev. Prebendary H. W. Webb-Peploe, who 
has been a part of the Keswick Convention almost 
from its start, has told of the misunderstanding and 
criticism that marked its testing time. Some thirty- 
five years ago he was asked to set forth the ‘* Kes- 
wick Teaching’’ before half a hundred or more-evan- 
gelical clergymen, and he heartily responded. After 
explaining his convictions as to the redeeming and 
keeping power of our Lord, showing the Scripture 
therefor, and explaining also what Keswick does not 
mean as well as what it does, the chairman of the 
meeting arose and said: ‘‘ Heresy ! Heresy!! Damn- 
able heresy ! I hold that it is for the glory of God that 
we should fall into sin, that he may get honor to him- 
self by drawing us out of it,”’ 

‘*I only mention this fact to show,'’ says Mr. 
Webb-Peploe, ‘‘how much of prejudice had to be 
overcome before the glorious gospel cf a keeping 
Saviour could be welcomed even by those who had 
long been teachers of the great truth of ‘ justification 
by faith,’ but who, if I understand the difference 
rightly, seemed to think that human effort was the 
chief element in sanctification.’ And the same 
speaker lived to see the day when some of those who 
misunderstood and condemned the truth taught at 
Keswick rejoiced in the patience and power of their 
Lord, that he had led them into the light and was 
delivering them, day by day, from the power of sins 
from which they had not hoped completely to escape 
in this life. 

It is to be clearly understood that the Keswick 
Convention does not teach sinlessness or the perfec- 
tion of sinners in this life. Mr. Webb-Peploe was 
once told by an earnest Christian woman, who held 
to a dotrine of perfectionism, and who had thought 
Keswick held the same position, -‘I am bitterly dis- 
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appointed, 
what we teach."" And when he earnestly protested 
against stich a misunderstanding, and was asked why, 
he replied, ‘‘You preach a perfect sinner, and I 
preach a perfect Saviour, and there is all the differ- 
ence in the world between the two,"’ 

The blessed truth is that when God our Saviour 
says to us through the apostle, ‘‘Sin shall not have 
dominion over you,’’ he means us to take him at his 
word, and to understand that, even while we are yet 
sinners, Christ can keep us from yielding to sin. - For 
that truth, accepted on the naked word of God, thou- 
sands are praising God at this Christmas anniversary 
of his giving to the world his ‘‘ unspeak able gift,’’ 
our Saviour. 

We sometimes thoughtlessly speak of ‘‘ exchang- 
ing’’ Christmas presents with our friends and loved 
ones. Our Heavenly Father asks us to make a Christ- 
mas exchange with him. We cannot give him much ; 
but all that we can give he asks us to give,—just our 


I understood that you taught exactly: 
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own lost, hopeless, defeated selves. If we will do 
that, he ises to give us all that Ae can give : and 


that is his holy, joyous, victorious, and 


undefeatable Self. In his Son our Lord Jesus Christ 
he offers to replace our lives with his : ourselves 
with himself. And then, living and reigning within 
us, and com us round about with himself— 
abiding in us and enveloping us—he takes the entire 
responsibility for our life. Our sinful nature is more 
than a match for us ; but not forhim. He—when by 
surrender and-trust we give him control—renders our 
sin inoperative, breaks its power, and keeps us mo- 
ment by moment delivered, victorious, joyous, fruit- 
bearing disciples, more than conquerors, so that we 
may be unrebukab!e and unashamed when we sha 
see Him face to face. 


In coming articles the Editor will rsonal im- 

pressions of the Keswick Convention, its mancege 

speakers, ,» and ministry, and will tell of hope: 

evidences of the appropriation of the Victorious Life 
in American churches. 








Angels and Our Departed Friends 


Is there any scriptural authority for the belief that the 
spirits of our departed friends return to earth as minister- 
ing spirits or angels? What is the meaning of Hebrews 
1:14: [‘‘Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth 
to do service for the sake of them that shall inherit sal- 
vation ?'']—A MISSOURI READER. 

Paul had a great desire to depart and to be with 
Christ, but he decided that it was more needful “to 
abide in the flesh’’ that he might continue his work 
of ministering to the saints. He evidertly believed 
that when he left the flesh his personal ministry on 
earth would end. There seems to be no scriptural 
evidence that the spirits of Christians return to the 
earth until they return with Christ and are united with 
their resurrection bodies. 

Christians are not ‘‘angels,”’ either on earth or in 
heaven. We have been made ‘‘for a little while 
lower than the angels.’’ In Christ we have unspeak- 
able privileges that angels do not have. And when 
we become like our Elder Brother and ‘‘ appear with 
him in glory,’’ we shall have a place above the 
angels, While we are on earth, heirs of salvation 
and not yet full possessors, the angels are serving us 
as ministering spirits. A study, with the help of a 
concordance, of what the Bible reveals concerning 
angels, will throw a flood of light upon the activities 
of these invisible servants of men. 


Pat 
A Card Before Christmas 


The enclosed Christmas plan asks for your personal en- 
dorsement and co-operation. Religious leaders should be 
the first to endorse a movement for a saner Christmas. 
Such an observance will help solve many of our church 
problems, such as missionary deficiencies, this year. There 
should be a special. offering in every church at Christmas 
time in addition to all regular offerings. The plan has 
been endorsed by the Ministers’ Association of Battle 
Creek and already put into operation in the churches of 
that city. Will you not print the card, ‘‘ My Christmas 
Decision,’ in your next issue, and give it the endorsement 
of your strong position. Immediate action is essential to 
success.—( Rev.) George EZ. Barnes, Battle Creek, Mich. 


The card sent by Mr. Barnes, being circulated 
throughout the churches of America in the hope that 
it may start 4 nation-wide movement, reads as follows : 





My CHRISTMAS DECISION 


Every Christmas’ season makes your friendship and 
mine more precious and our love more tender. ‘This 
year the thought of that love has been bringing to me 
anew consciousness of the needs of the whole world 
for Christmas cheer and love. Desolate homes, stricken 
countries and imperiled lives abroad; slackened in- 
dustry and impending suffering at home, all are call- 
ing. I want you to know that my Christmas gift to 
you will be quite simple, but warmed with the fire of a 
new love, for | am going to give an extra gift to the 
needs of all those chem I have never seen but whom 
I deeply love. My joy in this new service will be 
greater if you join me in its spirit that our Christmas 
celebration may be kept simple, filled with good-will, 
winged with sacrifice, and devoted to peace. 











The plan is that this card be used mow, being 
mailed in advance of Christmas by all who are in 
sympathy with the plan, to the friends to whom they 
are in the habit of sending a Christmas remembrance. 
The card is not copyrighted, and may be reprinted 
by any one anywhere. As a matter of convenience 


it will be furnished to those who wish, printed in two — 


colors, 5 by 7 inches in size, with an envelope to 
match, at the rate of 1 cent each, or practically cost 
price. A special rate of $8.50 for one thousand 
cards is made, The cards can be obtained by ad- 
dressing ‘‘Christmas Decision Card, Battle Creek, 
Michigan."’ It is hoped that Christian people will 
present the matter in their churches and Sunday- 
schools and secure its widespread adoption. The 
use of this simple method may open the way to sup- 
plying the pressing needs of missionary societies and 
the many other channels of the Lord's work, including 
the sufferers of Europe, at this war-darkened Christ- 


mas season, 
-— 
Letting God In 


A Pennsylvania pastor once had an unexpected ex- 
perience on a railroad train : 


February Fa 1909, | was memorizing the 100th Psalm. 
It is very difficult for me to memorize verbatim, though 
I find it easy to remember topically,—a fault of early train- 
ing. Going down along the Susquehanna on the evening 
train, there came to me such an experience while working 
on this task that I shall never forget it. The riches, the 
spirit of the Psalm, gripped me, and the goodness of God 
was so wonderful that it was with difficulty that I could 
contain my emotions. Since then my life has been one of 

raise as never before. I have learned something of 

salm 34:1 ['‘I will bless the Lord at all times: his 
praise shall continualiy be in my ae or BL and while 
there have been many hardships and difficulties and 
times of almost overwhelming discouragement, I have 
praised and do praise the Lord. 


Often God comes into our life in a new way as we 
feed upon his Word through the act of memorizing it. 
The work that has been wrought in many lives through- 
out the world by the Bible Success Band is a striking 
evidence of this, It may be within our power to bring 
an absolutely new blessing into the lives of some ot 
our friends during the coming year if we use as Christ- 
mas gifts the little booklet of the Bible Success Band 
for 1915. ‘This is a simple plan for learning a verse 
a day through the year. Daily Scripture references 
for 365 verses are given, and other inspiring material. 
The 1915 booklet may be ordered from The Sunday 
School Times at 15 cents each ; ten or more copies 
at 10 cents each ; or $10 a hundred copies. Young 
people take to Bible memorizing readily ; and people 
of mature years, who have thought that they could no 
longer learn things ‘‘ by heart,’’ have been gratefully 
surprised to see how blessedly God enabled them to 
retain precious passages from his Word through a sim- 
ple, systematic plan of this sort. 


al 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ATHER in heaven, we want all the advantages there are, 
not for earthly ease or prominence, but for spiritual 
power, moral growth, lasting satisfaction, and effective- 

ness in doing good. Why should Peter and James and John 
have known thee, and not we, too? We ask thai we may 
know thee—better than they did. We plead thy word, Lord 
Jesus: ‘‘ The things that I do shall ye do also; and greater 
things than these shall ye do, because I go to my Father.’’ 
We thank thee for the privilege of living in this better age— 
since thou didst go home. ake us worthy of this: dispens= 
ing thy benefits; conferring largesse on impoverished lives, 
and conveying vitality to shriveled souls. Let the world be 
the better 5 our having lived in it last week ; or, if we missed 
our chance then, constrain and enable us to make goed this 
week. Let no one come into touch with us and not be the 
better for it. Keep us from living off of others ; from barking 
at the heels of revival and reform ;. from holding back whil¢ 
others toil and fight. Lord, use us. 
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What This Christmas Means in Europe 


By Frederick Lynch, D.D. "*%,2f 7*s,chiition Work, and Secre- 


As it appears to one who went through 
' Europe on the eve of the great war 
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HE latest report from Belgium is that the home- 
less and the starving, those who have fled to 
Holland and England, and those who have been - 

left behind, number almost seven millions. Christmas 
is so pre-eminently a home festival, but no homes are 
left in Belgium. 

Christmas has always been made much of in Ger- 
many. It is the great family day. Every house has 
its Christmas tree, and around it, with its toys and can- 
dies, the family gathers. But there is hardly a family 
in Germany to-day that is not in mourning, hardly a 
home where father or one of the sons has not been 
slain. The same is true of Austria; and of England, 
France and Russia in lesser degree. 

The trip across Germany of the delegates to the 
Church Peace Conference on the eve of war was so 
remarkable and so full of indication of what real war 
would soon be that I may be pardoned if I refer to it 
here. We were under the special protection of the 
Kaiser, and had two special cars put at our disposal. 
After a long journey lasting all -day and all night we 
were dropped at the Dutch border (Goch) on the way 
to Flushing. But whataday! How it wrung one’s 
heart! How it made our American delegates sick of 
the very thought of war forever! We saw all the 
young men and boys being driven like sheep into 
pens to be sent off to kill men they did not know and 
with whom they had no quarrel. We saw mothers 
and wives weeping at the departure of the men, and 
little children crying, although they knew nothing of 
what it was all about. Wesaw men go crazy at this 
parting and have to be put in cords and held. We 
saw great crowds drunk with brandy, and howling 
‘¢ To Hell with Germany "’ or ‘‘ To Hell with France.”’ : 
We saw French soldiers try to pull a German out of a 
train window, while he clung to his two little babies 
that he was trying to get into Switzerland. We saw 
swarms of Germans trying to get out of France with 
their poor wives and babies, with no one to help, and 
with French soldiers jeering at them and threatening 
them. We saw industry stopped, and carts full of 
mere boys packed into freight cars with 
horses, and bundled off to the frontier. 

At every station there were trains 
being filled with soldiers, with reserves, 
and with young men from the fields 
and shops. Great crowds of women 
with their babies and children were at 
the stations to see the soldiers off. 
They tried to cheer, but they mostly 
wept, while the innocent children ig- 
norantly cheered their fathers off to 
death. At one station we saw a 
young man suddenly go crazy as he 
was torn from his wife and little baby, 
so that he had to be pitched into a 
freight car by half a dozen men and 
held firm by strong arms. We were 
told that this was a frequent occur- 
rence, and that these men would simply 
be taken out of the régiment and put 
to menial tasks. As the train rolled 
along we saw columns of soldiers wind- 
ing over the hills, the line looking like 
a’ great snake in the distance, The 
railroad was everywhere patrolled by 
soldiers and the tunnels carefully 
guarded to prevent spies or some 
enemy blowing up the track or wreck- 
ing a train. 

There happened to be a Russian 
on the train with us who was en- 
deavoring to get his wife and little baby safely 





- through Germany into Holland or England. At 


Mayence he was discovered by some German sol- 
diers who immediately suspected a ‘‘spy,’’ and they 
pulled him out of the train and at the point of several 
bayonets he was carefully searched for papers. Not 
satisfied with this they then roughly jerked his wife 
out of the train and searched her. She was so fright- 
ened that, although they were reluctantly permitted to 
go on, her milk ceased flowing, and the poor little 
baby got nothing to eat for twenty-four hours. The « 
next day, on the boat from Flushing to England, Lady 
Barlow found an English mother with a nursing baby 
who shared her bounteous breasts with the little Rus- 


sian baby. It was pathetic to hear the scream of 
delight with which the little thing leaped to his din- 
ner. These are they who suffer most in war and only 
few wars are worth the suffering of a dozen of them. 
But men seem to care not at all how much they make 
these millions of babies and children suffer, how 
much they orphan their own children, if they can only 


-gratify their lust for killing somebody of another land. 


It was all prophetic of the awful suffering that 
was to come, Poverty stares millions in the face— 
poverty not only during this war, but during long years 
to come. Thousands of women are to be widowed, 
millions of little children are to be left fatherless, 
Natural affections are even now blotted out and their 
places being taken by strange, cruel lusts and passions. 
Drunkenness has already spread throughout these 
lands in a mad orgy. All industry will be ruined, 
Thousands of farms and villages will be laid waste, 
Thousands of schools and churches will be blown up. 
Hatreds will be engendered which will keep Europe 
irritated fifty years after the peace of exhaustion shall 
have come, The commerce of the world will be up- 
set. The general morality of Europe will be lowered. 

But what we saw on the eve of war, in the complete 
degradation of all the finer human, Christian instincts 
on every hand, made our hearts bleed. It was im- 
possible to believe. Even now that we are back in 
America, with the newsboys shouting every hour the 
news of many thousands slain, it is almost impossible 
to believe it is not all a dream. 

HRISTMAS celebrates peace on earth, good-will 
toward men. On this Christmas day eight of the 
nations of Europe are hating one another with a 

hatred such as the world has seldom known, good- 
will has been swallowed up in hoarse cries of ghastly 
carnage, and where sweet peace should reign reigns 


‘unspeakable war. Evén Christmas day itself will 


probably be spent by the disciples of Him who was 
bora in Bethléhem in blowing one another to pieces. 
It is a sad Christmas for Europe. On the battlefield 
Christmas will be forgotten. At home it will bea 


and whether they would not make a better basis of 
civilization than that on which for two thousand 
years we have all been building, —force, might, powder, 
guns, armaments, and blood. We have been follow- 
ing the leadership of the Napoleons, Bismarcks, 
Nietzsches, and based our states on brutish might ; 
and this is where they have led us: this is the fruit 
of it. Perhaps Jesus Christ was right, and these men 
wrong. Perhaps we should turn to him now and try 
his way, basing our civilization on justice, good-will, 
service of state by state, the adoption of the Golden 
Rule among the nations. This is the Christmas mes- 
sage, and if this truth should be driven home to the 
world on this Christmas Day it will be a great Christ- 
mas after all. 


HE Christmas message is brotherhood, co-opera- 
tion, the kindly heart toward all peoples, the 
sense of the oneness of all men. The thing that 

these nations have been denying is this oneness which 
Christ made the basis of his teaching, the fact of 
which makes possible his kingdom. Each nation 
has lived to and for itself alone. Each nation has 
secretly plotted to outstrip the others, Each nation 
has put nationality above humanity, patriotism above 
allegiance to the universal kingdom of Christ. As a 
result of this false emphasis, suspicions and mistrusts 
have been engendered until they have become a veri- 
table curse, and many astute men have said they 
were the directest cause of this awful war. No one 
can read the papers and books that are coming from 
Europe from the wisest and sanest men without see- 
ing that many are beginning to ask at this Christmas 
time if this is not all wrong, if it will not always lead 
to this sort of thing, if the Christmas spirit is not a 
better spirit for nations to live together in, as it has 
already become the atmosphere in which Christ's own 
dwell together in peace ; if national allegiance has not 
been pushed too far, and if common allegiance to 
Christ should not be the chief sentiment of peoples ; 
and if membership in the kingdom of Christ should 
.ot so be emphasized, made so strong, that national 
and racial differences should sink out 
of sight. Many Christians in Europe 
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gians are having their first taste of war. 





this relief Belgium is looking to America. 


<ime for tears, and memories of happy Christmases 
gone forever. 

But is there no Christmas cheer for Europe? If no 
carols are sung in the churches all draped in mourn- 
ing, if no Christmas trees are lighted in the desolated 
homes, if millions have no homes left, is there not 
one candle, so. to speak, one ray of light, one spark 
of hope, that may pierce the darkness of this darkest 
Christmas Europe has ever known ? 

We have reason to believe that all over Europe 
thousands of souls will be asking on this Christmas 
Day, as they have never asked before, what all of us 
Americans are asking, whether perhaps the words of 
him whose birth we celebrate are not, after all, fvve, 
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Driven from their homes near Antwerp, and forced to live in the open, these little 
The parents took with them from the 
abandoned homes all that they could carry. Three thousand tons of food a day, it is 


estimated, are needed to save the Belgian sufferers from starvation. And for most of 


are asking to-day, ‘‘ If we thought less 
of national supremacy and more of 
Christ, less of warring against each 
other and more of warring together, 
with Christ leading, against the com- 
mon foes of humanity, would not such 
cataclysms pass away forever?'’ Be 
assured that many people in Europe 
will be thinking these thoughts on 
Christmas Day. 

There are two things we American 
Christians may do for Europe at this 
Christmas time. One would be to send 
a delegation from our American 
churches to the churches of Germany 
and England bearing: our sympathy 
and good-will, and offering the assist- 
ance of the churches of America, if 
in any way they can be of service in 
this awful crisis. Already the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches has intimated 
that such a Christmas embassy is being 
seriously considered. 

The other thing that we can do 
is to brighten the Christmas of our 
little brothers and sisters in Europe as 
well as our own day, by sharing our 
presents and our gifts with these unfor- 
tunates, Would it not make Christ- 
mas a little more of a reality in Belgium, for instance, - 
if every boy and girlin the United States should insist 
on sending something to The American Commission for 
Relief in Belgium, New York City, to be forwarded to 
the little homeless, hungry Belgian children? Would 
not such a concerted movement in our Sunday-schoois 
meet with great response? And all who had part in 
making Christmas for Europe would find their own 
Christmas made more joyous. For it will be a sad 
enough Christmas for us all. 

One prayer we should all pray, and that is that 
Christ should again be born into the world that has 
forgotten him. 

New York City. 
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Shall We Stop Seeking for World Peace ? 


What can the Church do 
toward stopping wer? 





By Charles R. Erdman, D.D. 


**1 believe that this catastrophic collapse of the nations will at last convince the Church that 
Jesus Christ has no part with a civilization that can bring forth nothing better than Hell for all 
Europe,’’ wrote Dr. Lynch, whose article on page 757 gives glimpses of what he saw in Europe 


on the eve of the war. 


Can Christians then, while they are a part of such a civilization, do noth- 


ing to avert war? Shall the Church take no part in plans for world peace, but patiently wait 
until the Prince of Peace comes in person and destroys war from the face of the earth ? Dr. Charles 


R. Erdman believes that ultimate peace cannot come till Christ comes again. 


His articie shows 


what he would have the Church do toward fighting war before our Lord’s return. 


AR is a curse and a crime that all men should 
decry and seek to destroy. This proposition 
has been generally admitted, and its truth and 

importance have been emphasized by the horrors and 
savagery of the present European war, Yet in many 
minds the outbreak of this unparalleled conflict has 
reopened the question as to the wisdom of making 
efforts for international peace, and has suggested a 
very different answer, All endeavors for the abolition 
of war are considered to be futile, firs:, in view of 
present failure; second, in the light of inspired 
prophecy: 

‘This failure is much more real and significant than 
most advocates of peace are willing to admit. Only 
the most fatuous enthusiast can be blind to the irony 
of the situation when what was regarded as the most 
powerful of peace conferences, assembling at Con- 
stance in August, was dissolved by the outburst of the 
most calamitous war in the history of the world, It 
should be admitted that our best efforts have not been 
crowned with success, and that the roots of war are 
too deep to be eradicated by church conferences. or 
international compacts. While jealousy and dis- 
trust and hatred and lust of power and thirst for 
revenge are allowed to rule the hearts of men, the 
best efforts for peace must surely fail. 


Will This War Be a Cure for War? 

However, many are saying that there has been no 
failure. ‘* This conflict has been a step in advance ; 
for this war is so terrible that it can never be followed 
by another ; men will be convinced by this demon- 
stration of folly and madness, and will agree upon 
universal peace.’’ The optimism of this popular 
conclusion is admirable, but its wisdom is less appar- 
ent. Of course the nations now warring will be so 
depleted in strength that for a generation some of 
them may be too weak to fight. But shall we expect 
that the war will not leave behind it the bitterest of 
hatreds, overweening pride of power, and the deadli- 
est of rancor? Instead of predicting that this war 
will end war, it would seem to be of such a peculiar 
character as to strengthen all those sources from which 
war springs. War as a cure for war has never proved 
a successful remedy in the past, nor is it more likely 
to show its beneficent power in the present. 

Let us then admit the failure. Let us be frank 
enough to acknowledge the fact that peace congresses 
and conferences have not achieved their purposes ; 
and let us not try to deceive ourselves into believing 
that the present awful carnage is a movement toward 
established and abiding peace. 

Let us admit the failure; but shall we therefore 
cease to strive? Is that the wise conclusion in any 
sphere of moral endeavor? Shall we abandon our 
ideais just because our ideals prove difficult to attain? 
Even in personal experience we know wiat it is to 
meet with defeat ; but we do not despair; we do not 
cease to battle. The present failure of ail efforts to 
secure international peace does not suggest, therefore, 
that we are to abandon these efforts, but that we should 
renew them with greater energy. It may, however, 
intimate a somewhat different direction of these efforts. 
It may show that we should seek to do a less super- 
ficial work, and should endeavor to destroy war in its 
deep origins, in the hearts and motives of men. We 
must not underrate the value of conferences and con- 
ventions and treaties, but we should cease to put our 
confidence in them as able to secure peace among 
nations whose citizens are not submitting themselves 
to Christ, and whose governments are not controlled 
by his Spirit and his laws, 

But does not prophecy plainly predict the continu- 
ance of wars during the entire course of the present 
age? Shall we then endeavor to bring about a con- 
dition which the Bible declares is not to exist? Are 
not the efforts for international peace worse than 
futile ? There are many who are seriously asking such 
questions, and accepting the implied conclusions. 
Shall we not answer, however, that if the prophets 


predict war, they also predict peace? Wars are to 
continue, but they are not to be continuous. It is true 
that, at the very end of this age, when Christ returns, 
he finds Jerusalem beleagured by hostile armies ; but 
his return ushers in an age of abiding peace. The 
Master has told us plainly that ‘‘ wheat and tares are 
to grow together until the harvest,’’ but this is no rea- 
son why we are not to continue sowing the seed, and 
rejoicing in the growth of the wheat. We do live in 
an age of mingled good and evil, but for this very 
reason we should the more eagerly defend the good 
and oppose the evil, We are to see peace imperiled, 
and at times overthrown; we are none the less to 
seek for peace, and to strive against the evil of war. 

We are not then to deny the prophecies of Holy 
Scripture, nor to attempt to empty them of their mean- 
ing. They do evidently teach that permanent inter- 
national peace will not precede the coming of Christ. 
By his glorious appearing he is to destroy the ‘‘ man 
of sin,"’ the ‘‘ beast’’ who with ‘‘the kings of the 
earth, and their armies, gather together to make war."’ 
Such a final conflict has not yet arisen ; before it oc- 
curs other wars may deluge the earth with blood ; but 
whatever the present may bring, or the future may 
hold, it is ever the duty of Christians to labor for 
peace and to expect its ultimate triumph in the earth. 

Here again we may draw a parallel with our experi- 
ences as individuals, We do not hope to attain moral 
perfection in the present life and age; ‘*we know 
that when we shall appear we shall be like him’’; 
nevertheless we do not cease to strive for higher at- 
tainment ; ‘‘ forgetting the things which are behind, 
and stretching forward to the things which are be- 
fore,’’ we ** press toward the goal.’’ So in the life 
of nations, the Bible predicts no unbroken peace in 
the present age, but it does encourage us to seek for 
peace, to believe that peace may possibly prevail for 
long periods before our Lord returns, and to be in- 
spired by the prospect of his universal reign, when 
the nations ‘‘shall beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning-hooks,’’ when they shall 
forget the hatreds of ‘‘the thousand years of war’’ in 
the harmonies of ‘‘the thousand years of peace.’’ 

What then, more specifically, is the duty of the 
church of Christ in this present dark hour, and what 
will it be when this present horror is past ? 


Five Things the Church Can Do 

First, the church is not to hold herself responsible 
for the outbreak of war. Undoubtedly she has failed 
to do all she might have done to prevent war, just 
as her individual members fall short of perfection 
in all spheres; but the church did not favor the 
present conflict, her influence has aided in securing 
previous periods of peace, and in the future, in spite 
of her efforts, unchristian passions will plunge into 
war even nations that are nominally Christian. The 
church cannot prevent war so long as individuals re- 
ject her Lord and refuse to obey his laws. 

Secondly, the church must proclaim the divine lord- 
ship of Christ with increased earnestness and fervor. 
It must demand submission to him in every sphere of 
life, social and political, believing that nothing but 
his recreating Spirit can subdue those passions and 
impulses and lusts from which wars spring. 

Thirdly, the church must pray for peace. This 
must be no empty form, no perfunctory duty. The 
object of this petition must not be merely to end the 
present appalling catastrophe, but that the Spirit of 
God, in the future, may more completély control the 
minds of all rulers and peoples. There is a signifi- 
cant connection of idéas in the injunction of the apos- 
tles that ‘‘ supplications, prayers, and intercessions be 
made for all men, for kings and for all that are in 
authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, 
for this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour, who will have all men to be saved and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth."” Are we not 
to conclude that such prayer is a real power, resulting 
in national peace which makes possible the procla- 
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mation of the saving truth of Christ? Surely the 
church is to pray for the abatement of war, which is 
the greatest conceivable obstacle to the evangelization 
of the world. | 

Fourthly, the church is to co-operate with every 
legitimate effort which makes toward the securing and — 
maintaining of international peace. While resting 
her hopes on no human programs, and on no pro- 
fessions or promises of unchristian men, the church 
can help both in her separate congregations and in 
united conferences, as well as by the influence of her 
individual members, to create a public opinion adverse 
to war, favorable to disarmament and to the arbitra- 
tion of international differences. 

Fifthly, the church must cultivate and practise the 
virtues which make for peace. At this very crisis, 
when the horror of war is most obvious, how difficult 
it is for Christians, even of a neutral nation, to be 
kindly in their judgments of all the contending forces, 
to be generous in their sympathies, to be gentle in 
their expressions, to impute no wrong motives, to 
falsely interpret no actions, to believe that other Chris- 
tians from whose opinions they differ may be in the 
right and they themselves in the wrong, to ‘‘ think no 
evil,’ not to ‘‘rejoice in iniquity,’’ to ‘‘bear all 
things,’’ to ‘‘ endure all things,’’ to be «‘ kind-hearted, 
tender, forgiving, loving.’’ There are other ways in 
which the church can aid in securing peace, but pos- 
sibly in no other can more be done than by express- 
ing in life the spirit of him who ‘‘came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a 
ransom for many.’ For international peace can only 
be maintained when nations are controlled no longer 
by the law of selfishness, but by a law of love. 

Such a law will some day be recognized under the 
supreme and universal rule of Christ, and in hasten- 
ing that day no other agency can have a part com- 
parable with that of the Christian Church. 

Princeton, N. J. 





Carrying a Peace Message to 
the President Cc Seren pe 
By J. Harvey Borton 








That Americans have in the White House a great 
reason for national thanksgiving is a conviction of this 
Christian business man who visited the President. 
Let us give thanks that God has, in this day of world 
crisis, given us a President with such strong Chris- 
tian convictions. Let us remember his heavy burdens, 
and let we grey, that God shall guide and strengthen 
President Wilson in his every responsibility. 


HEN it was suggested to the Haddonfield and 
Salem Quarterly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends that a letter of sympathy and appre- 

ciation be sent to President Wilson, commending him 
for his peace policy in Mexico and for his offers of 
mediation to the warring nations of Europe, both the 
men and the women in the Meeting quickly and 
heartily responded. Men in the President's position 
get from the public very little commendation. Usually 
they get criticism. And since President Wilson has 
been carrying out the policy of*the Society of Friends 
in the matter of peace, it was reasonable that a letter 
of gratitude should be proposed to the Meeting. A 
letter was prepared at once, and after one or two 
minor changes it was accepted by the Meeting. 

Having been commissioned to carry the letter to 
the President, I wrote Secretary Tumulty ard asked 
for an interview. It looked at first as though this 
would not be possible, but later a telegram brought 
the news that Mr. Tumulty had made an appoint- 
ment for me to meet President Wilson at half-past 
ten on Thursday morning, September 24. 

About ten minutes past ten of the appointed day I 
arrived at the Executive Offices of the White House. 
Several people were waiting in the hallway. To the 
first door-keeper at the entrance I said: ‘‘I have an 
engagement through Mr. Tumulty to meet the Presi- 
dent this morning at ten-thirty.’’ 

I was passed on to the door-keeper directly outside 
of the President's office. ‘‘I have an arrangement 
with Mr. Tumulty to meet the President this morning 
at ten-thirty,’” I repeated. ‘‘ My mame is Borton.”’ 

The door-keeper looked at his schedule and an- 
swered, ‘‘ Yes, sir, you have an appointment at ten- 
thirty to present some papers to the President.’’ 

While I waited for my interview another man came 
in and went over to the door-keeper. I heard him 
say that he had an appointment at ten-thirty-five. 
The time allotted to me was evidently five minutes. 
Other people kept coming in, and I could not unders 
stand how it would be possible for the President 10 
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see all of them. I did not see any prospect of my 
getting my appointment at ten-thirty, 

About ten-twenty-eight the door-keeper came. and 
told the people who were waiting to go into the Presi- 
dent's office. When the last one iad passed in front 
of me into the office, they commenced coming out 
at another door. After they had all passed through, 
the door-keeper asked me to step in. 

Walking into the room, I found President Wilson 
standing near the door, a Secret Service man behind 
him, He shook hands very cordially, and when I 
stopped and commenced to talk with him the Secret 
Service man withdrew. 

** President Wilson,"’ I said, ‘‘a week ago to-day 
there was a Quarterly Meeting of the Society of Friends 
held at Medford, New Jersey,. and a lively concern 
was expressed there that a letter of appreciation and 
sympathy should be sent to thee for thy peaceful pol- 
icy in Mexico and for thy offer of mediation to the 
warring nations. The letter is a short one. May I 
read it to thee?’ 

‘*Certainly,’’ he said instantly ; and then I read 
him the letter ; 


HONORED FRIEND: 


Members of the Religious Society of Friends of 
Haddonfield and Salem Quarterly Meeting, now in session, 
representing the counties of Cumberland, Salem, Glouces- 
ter, Camden, and parts of Atlantic and Burlington, are 
sensible of the heavy responsibility resting upon thee in 
this distressing pe of the world’s history. 

We desire to express our grateful appreciation of thy 
peaceful policy in the handling of the Me xican situation, 
and also-thy offer of mediation among the nations now at 
war, We also would encourage thee under Divine 
Guidance to use all the powers of thy high office to hasten 
the day of peace among all the nations of the earth. 

And may the God of Love and Prince of Peace be with 
thee in all thy efforts for the advancement of His Kingdom. 

Signed in and on behalf of Haddonfield 
and Salem Quarterly Meeting of the Re- 
ligious Society of Friends held at Med- 
ford, Burlington Co., N. J., Ninth 
Month Seventeenth, 1914. 
WILLIAM IT, ZELLEY, 
Clerk of Men’s Meeting. 
Mary R. WILLIAMS, 
Clerk of Women’s Meeting. 


After reading the letter, I continued : 
‘* President Wilson, a two-cent stamp might have 
brought thee this letter, but it could not bring thee 
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the love and appreciation and kindly feeling of the 
members of our Society, and that is the reason that | 
have brought it in. person.'’ 

The President seemed genuinely interested, saying, 
‘« That letter touches me very deeply, and I want to 
reply to it.’* 

I handed him the letter, and again he shook Sands 
with me warmly. I started to leave the room in the 
same way as the visitors who had just preceded me. 
He called me back, and told me to go fa by another 
door which I would find a shorter way. 

From the moment that I met him, the President 
looked me right in the eye, and the instant that I 
stated what my message was I felt that he understood 
it. It was almost.as easy to speak to him on a mat- 
ter of this kind as it would be to one of-my best friends. 

On the 26th of September I received the following 
letter : ‘ 


Tue Wuite [iouss, 
Washington. 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1914. 
MY DEAR SIR: 

I find that I have not the address of the Friends 
who signed the paper you so graciously presented to me 
yesterday and, t jaretote, I take the liberty of sending this 
reply in your-care, Will you not be kind enough to con- 
vey for me to the members of the Religious Society of 
Friends of ITaddonfield and Salem: Quarterly Meeting my 
very deepappreciation of the message of which you were 
the bearer? It touched me very Py to be so trusted 
and supported and I thank them out of a very full heart. 

Cordially and sincerely yours, 
[Signed] Wooprow WiLson. 
J. Harvey Borton, 
15 Prospect Avenue, 
Moorestown, New Jersey. 


The whole interview with the President had taken 
not more than five minutes. But there was no sense 
of being hurried. On a previous visit with a delega- 
tion of business men, some weeks before, we went 
into his office on the tick of the clock at the hour 
that had been fixed for our interview. This second 
time I went in just on the minute or ahead of it. I 
had delivered the message, the President was through 
with me, and I had at least a minute to spare on my 
appointment. As I left his room the President turned 
away and was walking to his desk before his next ap- 
pointment was due. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





A Little Mother’s 


The Christmas that a contest 
brought to the Smiths 


Search for Santa 


By Lannie Haynes Martin 





ALLIE SMITH was only twelve and a half, but 
with Mary ten, Elizabeth *most eight, Bobby 
five, Ruth a little over two, and the new baby 

that had just come, Sallie sometimes felt her years to 
be the combined sum ofall their ages. For of morn- 
ings Mary's hair had to be brushed and plaited and 
have the ends curled ; and Mary was very particular 
as to how it should be done, And Elizabeth's unruly 
locks had to be combed, coaxed and corraled into 
one big bow. Bobby and Ruth had to be bathed, 
dressed, combed and catechised ; and neither gave 
any indications of becoming proficient enough to as- 
sist with the performance. And now the new baby 
had not only to be bathed, brushed, dressed, powdered 
and rocked, but fed as well! Ana oh ! the tiresome, 
“never-ending, process of diluting the milk and warm- 
ing it at just the right temperature and keeping the 
bottle clean ! 

And then there were all those reminders to give, 
and inquiries to make like: ‘‘Bobby, have you 
brushed your teeth?’’ ‘Elizabeth, did you get your 
geography lesson last night?’' ‘‘Mary, don’t forget 
your tablet to-day.’’ ‘*Ruth, haye you been in to 
say ‘good morning’ to mother ?’’ 

Now that father had no work he did the cooking, 
such as was done, but there were disies to wash, torn 
petticoats to mend, and sometimes solemn lectures to 
give, when Bobby ran away from home or Ruth 
showed too violent a temper, or Mary and Elizabeth 
quatreled over their hair ribbons. And now what an 
added world of responsibility ! with mother too sick to 
be bothered with any questions, and father too cross to 
be appealed to no matter what happened! And there 
was no money, and Christmas was coming, and 
Sallie was wise enough to know that when households 
were in the desperate condition that theirs was, 


Santa Claus, like any other Levite, passed by on the 
ether side. She knew that Santa was going to be 
‘unavoidably detained’’ and that unless she substi- 
tuted for him five little Smiths would go Christmasless. 
But how? That was the question that absorbed 
every waking thought not given to the pressing need 
of the moment. 

She had sometimes earned fifteen cents an hour, 
caring for Mrs. Harvey’s baby. But she couldn't do 
that now. There was no time. Once when there 
was a fair in town she made a dollar and a half sell- 
ing flowers ; but now there was neither fair nor flowers. 
There seemed nothing that she could do, or make, or 
sell. 

One night her father brought home a’ paper. _ It 
lay on the kitchen table as she was washing the dishes. 
There was a big black-letter head-line, half across 
the page, which caught her eye. It said ‘* Much In- 
terest Shown In Prize Contest.’’ Sallie herself had 
had much interest in prize contests. Puzzles and 
guessing the number of things and sending in new 
names for business firms and new real-estate sub- 
divisions. But she had never been a successful contest- 
ant. Her eyes ran down the double column. It said 
a hundred dollars! And you had to write something. 
She read on down the page. Why, it was about 
children! She knew all about them! Finally she 
came to the whole thing summed up in a sentence : 
‘*One hundred dollars to be given for the best, most 
practical article on ‘The Successful Rearing of Chil- 
dren.’’’ Why, that was just as easy! She knewshe 
could make it practical too. And the article said 
that ‘‘no flowery language’’ was wanted. She could 
think it all out while she was rocking the baby, and 
some night when the children all went to sleep early 
she would write itdown. She could hardly sleep 


‘scratch tablet and pencil and began. 
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that night with the thoughts of what might happen, 
and the plans of what she would buy if it did. 

Next day when she began to think intently of each 
child and its individual character, their virtues mul- 
tiplied amazingly. Elizabeth was much more orderly 
than she used to be. Mary, not nearly so selfish. 
Bobby always apologized now if he were cross to his 
sisters, and Ruth did not scream and kick as she had 
done a few months before. How dear they all were | 
And how much she lovedthem! And how good they 
were to mind her! Ah! now she had found the key- 
note of it all! . She knew just how she would write it. 
She didn’t have to wait to think it all out, It would 
just come. It was coming now, fast. She must get 
a pencil quick and put it down before it got away! 

The baby was asleep. Ruth and Bobby were ata 
neighbor's playing; Mary and Elizabeth were at 
school, Sheran upstairs and got an old discarded 
She did not 
know that seventeen school teachers, the presidents 
of half a dozen women's clubs, the regent of the D. 
A. R., three noted lecturers on ‘*Child Welfare’’ 
and an innumerable host of other highbrows, male 
and female, were competing for that prize, or she 
might not have been so enthusiastically sure of her 
success, 

Into her essay went no such compelling words as 
efficiency, eugenics, malnutrition, or segregation. 
Nor did she slip in any orotund phrases about ‘* evolv- 
ing the individual ego’’ or ‘‘determining the ethical 
extent of pre-natal influence.’’ She just jumped 
with an aggressive, declarative sentence, right into the 
middle of her subject with : ‘* The only way to bring 
up children successfully, if you have to bring up 
several of them together at the same time, is to teach 
them to love vou and to love each o.her, For unless 
they love each other they won't be sorry for the 
naughty things they do, and unless they are sorry they 
won't quit doing them ; not even if you shut them up 
in a dark closet and slap their hands. 

**It was being sorry that I had so much to do that 
made Elizabeth more tidy. And it was because I 
cried when Mary and Elizabeth quarreled that made 
them quit. And it is because Bobby loves us all that 
he ézes to control his temper. But you can’t make 
them all just the same kind of good, any more than 
you can make their hair all the same color. And it 
does not do any good to worry or be mad over the 
things they do. You've got to remember how you 
felt and what you did when you were five years old 
or eight or ten. That helps a lot. Because you'll - 
know then why they did it. And when you know 
why a person did a thing it’s always easier to talk to 
them about it. I mean you don’t get mad and they 
don'tgetmad. If you caz have this kind of a memory 
(some people can’t) you will know when Bobby runs 
off it's because he has kind of ‘Columbus-sail-on’ 
sort of feeling inside of him. And when Elizabeth 
tells something that mother would call a story and 
father would call a lie and whip her for it if he knew 
it, you know it's because her imagination has just got 
to sprout out like potatoes when they are kept in the 
dark, 

‘*Of course there are a lot of things I could tell 
about teaching them to be clean and to be on time 
and to be kind and polite to everybody, but most of 
these things come from praising them when they do 
the right thing and making them love to do it. And 
the best way to keep them from quarreling and run- 
ning away and meddling in things is to give them 
something real interesting to do. I would like to 
write a great deal more,. but I have to go now and fix 
the baby’s milk. He has to have it at 3.30. And 
oh ! that’s one thing I was about to forget, children 
have to be fed very regular, and not between meals. 
That helps a lot to make them have good dispositions. 
I once heard a man say that good digestions made 
good dispositions and that good dispositions made 
‘Heaven on earth." And it ¢s nearly ‘Heaven on 
earth’ to have five happy little children to love you, 
and I just know that they all are going to turn out all 
right ! 

Very sincerely yours, 
Sallie Smith, 12 years old. ’’ 


The essay was carefully copied, addressed, stamped 
and posted ; and an hour after that time Sallie began 
to blush and tremble every time a postman passed 
the house. 

When the contest editor was reading the letter he 
was impressed with it. Here, he thought, was some 
practical young mother who was actually living with 
her children and too busy doing the real things to 
offer theories for experimentation. He was about to 
put it with the sifted few that stood a chance at the 

(Continued on page 769) 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


O YOU think it is a hard thing to wait?) What’s 
that? Oh, you do think it would be a hard 
thing to be a waiter in a restaurant, do you? 

Well, since you mention that, aa should that be 
such a hard job? Itis pretty nearly the same thing 
that all sales-persons have to do, whether they are 
selling ribbons or shoes in a department store, or 
steaks and pie in a restaurant. hey have to wait 
on people,—just that, We are all of us waiters after 
a fashion. e have to get our goods ready, and 
then we have to stand around and wait until people 
are ready to come and get them, Then when they 
do come we have to wait on them, listen to what they 
say, and get them what they want. And some of 
those people are unreasonable, and do not know 
their own minds, and do not have mercy on those of 
us who are —? on them. It is hard to wait for 
other people and then do what they want, yet that is 
the way we do our best work in the world,—wait and 
work, That was the way the Christian chnrch began. 
Jesus told them to wait for power that should come, 
and they did just what he said, and they were joyful 
about it. 


The Teacher's Preparation 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘Times.] 

The teacher may find it a little hard to adjust the 
Scripture passages for the day, and may wish that a 
simple passage on the nativity had been chosen. A 
second thought will make it more apparent that the 
great meninges of the Bible promising Jesus to be 
the Prince of Peace are most necessary at this very 
hour when the greatest warin human history is bein 
waged. We can combine the ascension of Christ ro | 
the prophecy of Isaiah into one great thought, for 
what Isaiah said about the Christ referred to him as 
an ascended Messiah, and is a picture ot what our 
living Christ is to do for this earth at the day when 
he shall be crowned King of all nations, 

It is very important to show that Jesus’ friends 
worshiped him as God immediately after his ascen- 
sion, r. Riddle and Dr. Thomas emphasize this. 
Another important point is Jesus’ word about his next 
visible return. It may be well to study carefully the 
references that Saturday's study suggests in Hebrews. 
The Isaiah passage is treated in Sunday's study, Mr. 
Gordon's last four sections, Dr. Mackie’s last sec- 
tion, and is united with the Ascension lesson by Miss 
Patterson and Mr. Rogers. 

A question that is sure to come up in many classes 
is, ‘‘Shall We Stop Seeking for World Peace.” Pro- 
fessor Charles R, Erdman discusses the question on 
page 758. A business man’s experience in ‘‘ Carry- 
ing a Peace Message to the President,” told on page 
758 suggests what America has to be thankful for at 
this Christmas season when other great nations are 
at war, 


The Class in Session 


For nearly six weeks after his resurrection Jesus 
was more or less constantly with his disciples. They 
saw him in various places and under ail conditions. 
He came and went wherever they might be, and they 
gradually came to have the settled assurance and 
conviction that he was always with them (Mr. Gor- 
don’s first section). Then came a day when he left 
their human vision never to return to it, but after 
which he was just as much always present with them. 
Luke and Mark are the only two of the Gospel writers 
who tell of the ascension of Jesus (Dr. Thomas’ intro- 
duction). Luke tells about it twice, at the close of 
his Gospel and at the beginning of his story of the 
Acts of the Apostles. Both of these writings are in 
the form of letters to one named Theophilus (Dr. Rid- 
die's preparatory paragraphs and Acts1:1). The 
manner of his leaving visible life on earth was this : 

He led his disciples out of the city to a secluded spot 
(Visiting the Lesson Scenes and Mr. Gordon’s third 
section), and there he left them and was carried away 
into heayen. It is very important to observe how the 
ree ap regarded Jesus from this timeon. They 
worshiped him (Dr. Riddle, v. 52, and Monday study), 
which means that they now regarded him as God. 
It is important to observe, too, that they were still 
good Jews and worshiped in the temple (Dr. Riddle, 
v. 53). But when Jesus was ascended his work was 
not ended, but really only begun (‘Tuesday study; 
Mr. Ridgway’s first paragraph). So Luke, in writing 
of what Jesus did after his ascension, begins with that 
fact again, and tells the story more fully. The last 
time that they were met together he told them that 
they were to wait right where they were in Jerusalem 


LESSON 12. 
Luke 24 : 50-53; Acts 1: 1-11 Commit verses 10, 11. Read Matthew 28 : 1-20. 
(Christmas Lesson—The Reign of Peace. Isaiah 11: 1-10. Golden Text, Isaiah 11 : 6) 
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Luke 24 : 50 And he led them out until ¢ were over 
against Bethany : and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 
51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he parted from 
them, ' and was carried be into heaven, 52 Andt 2 wor- 
pe em him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 53 
and were continually in the temple, blessing God. 

Acts 1:1 The ® former treatise I made, O ‘The-oph’i-lus, 
concerning all that Jesus began both to do and to‘teach, 2 
until the day in which he was received up, after that he had 
oo commandment through the Holy rit unto the apos- 
tles whom he had chosen: 3 to whom he also * showed him- 
self alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing unto 
them by the space of forty days, and speaking the th con- 
cerning the kingdom of God: 4 and, ®being assembled to- 
eager with them, he charged them not to d from Jerusa- 
em, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, said he, 

e heard from me: § for John indeed baptized with water ; 
ebay shall be baptized *in the Holy Spirit not many days 
ence, 

6 They therefore, when ig pes come together, asked him, 
syns, Lord, dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know 
times or seasons, which the Father hath ‘set within his own 
authority. 8 But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit 
is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Je- 
rusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth. g And when he had said these things, 
as they were apr « he was taken up; and a cloud received 
him out of their sight. 10 And while they were looking sted- 
fastly into heaven as he went, behold two men stood by them 
in white apparel ; 11 who also said, Ye men of Gahlee, why 
stand ye looking into heaven? this Jesus, who was received up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye be- 
held him going into heaven. 

1 Some ancient-authorities omit and was carried wp into heaven. 
2 Some ancient authorities omit worshipped him, and. See marginal 
note on ch. + & Gr. first. *Gr. presented. 5 Or. eating with them 
6 Or, with » appornted by 
The American Revision copyright, 1g01, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘limes.) 

Luke 24: 50.—Who are meant by ‘‘them’’? Where 
was Bethany? What is the meaning of ‘* blessed ’’ as used 
here? (Riddle, 3, v. 50; Visiting the Lesson Scenes ; 
Thomas, Monday study.) 

Verse 52.—Just what is the meaning of the statement 
that ‘‘ they worshipped him’’? Why were they specially 
joyful at this time ? (Riddle; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 53.— Was there any significance in their spending 
so much of their time in the temple? (Riddle ; Class in 
Session, 2.) 

Acts 1: 1,—What ‘“ former treatise ’’ was referred to? 
Who was Theophilus? Why was this ‘‘treatise’’ ad- 
dressed to him? What is the significance of ‘‘ began to 
do and to teach’? (Riddle, 4, v. 1; Ridgway, 1; 
Thomas, Tuesday. ) 

Verse 3.—What ‘things concerning the kingdom of 
God ”’ did Jesus speak of during the forty days? (Riddle ; 
Gordon, sections I and 2.) 

Verse 4.—Were only the eleven present? (Riddle.) 

Verse 6.—What did they mean when they asked Jesus 
if he was then going to ‘‘ restore the kingdom to Israel’? 
(Gordon, section 2; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 8.—Just what was the meaning of Jesus’ state- 
ment that they should be his * witnesses’? ? Had the 
Holy Spirit ever been given in this way betore? (Riddle ; 
Mackie, 2; Ridgway, 4; Thomas, Wednesday; Rogers ; 
Miss Patterson ; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 11.—What was the meaning of this prediction that 

esus would come again? (Riddle; Gordon, section 3; 
homas, Thursday; Rogers; Miss Patterson.) 








until they should be baptized in the Holy Spirit (Mr. 
Ridgway, paragraphs 2 and 3; Tuesday study). But 
it is quite apparent that they did not understand what 
he meant by this, for they ask him if now he was 
about to restore sat ae to a place of leadership in 
the world (Wednesday study}. In answer to this 
nestion Jesus tells them that it is not God’s will 
that they should know the time of the establish- 
ment of his kingdom, but that they will be given 
a gift of power, and that they shall then devote 
themselves to witnessing for him (Dr. Riddle, v. 8; 
Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 3). Then Luke tells of 
the manner in which Jesus passed from their eyes 
(Mr. Gordon’s third section and Thursday study). 
Then two men, angels, appear to them, and their 
words are a spur to the disciples to faith and action. 
It is important to observe their direct statement 
about Jesus’ next appearing (Dr. Riddle, v. 11). Now 


THE ASCENSION 










Seige byes 


what is Jesus doing after his resurrection? He is 
living and active acting (Friday study). More- 
over, the issue of his ascended work is taught in the 
Scripture PB weg cme evar dS Isaiah foresaw the 

pu the Christ’s work and the glorious issue of 
it. He will bring out of the confusion of human 
life. He will be characterized by righteousness, fair- 
ness, pe aan and power (Mr. Gordon’s sixth sec- 
tion and Sunday study). 

This has not yet been fulfilled, yet this is the thing 
that will some day be fulfilled. Dr. Thomas sug- 
gests that there will not be any such complete and 
enveloping peace until Christ’s work in the world 
shall have been consummated. 


A Lessoa Summary 
The poices knowledge of Christians is that Jesus 
i living, and that his promise to his disciples 
has been made true and is being made true. en 
and women are being baptized in the Holy Spirit, 
and they are being given power, and Jesus has wit- 
nesses and they are witnessing forhim. Despite the 
fact that never since time began were so many men 
engaged in mortal combat as there are at the mo- 
ment ot this writing, it is unshakeably true that the 
living pee is steadily working on to a day when 
there shall be no war. That day will not conte, how- 
ever, until Jesus is crowned King over every nation. 
When nation disa s with nation an arbitration 
court may decide it, but where is the international 
force that will compel obedience ? There is none such 
and there can be none such until nations shall volun- 
tarily accept Jesus Christ as the final word and force 
for the settlement of all dispute. When that day 
comes, however it come, war shall be no more, and 
wecan sing on Christmas Day, ‘‘ Peace on earth.” 


Questions for Class Use 

1. Who was with Jesus when he ascended ? 

2, What were some of the associations connected with 
the neighborhood where the ascension took place ? 

3. What was the probable effect of Jesus’ forty days’ 
teaching to his friends after his resurrection ? 

4. What shows their lack of correct understanding of 
him even at this time? 

5. What does *‘ baptism with the Holy Spirit’? mean ? 

6, Why do you think we are not told of the times and 
seasons of future things ? 

7. What was to be the main business of the disciples 
after he left them? 


Other Teaching Points 

In the effort. to os J one person we sometimes help a 
great many persons, uke seems to have had a friend to 
whom he wrote the great facts as he knew them about 
Jesus’ acts. We do not know how much good Luke may 
have done Theophilus, but we do know how much good 
he has done a great many other people. 

It is often, very often, better for a servant of Jesus to 
wait than to rush ahead. 

Things that may seem to be dead may yet have gréat life 
in them. This is invariably the case with those things that 
are in the line of God’s purpose. Israel may have seemed 
dead to all future history in the days of her captivity, yet 
out of her was to come and did come Jesus the Christ. 

isaiah gives a hint that we may well observe about the 
method of making true and correct judgments,—not by 
the way things seem to be to the sight, but according to 
the hidden and invariable laws of unchanging right. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour and King 
(Read 2 Cor. §: 14-21). 


| For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, 
to quicken interest in the coming lesson. } 

When Peter and John and Paul were “ witnessing” 
for Jesus in those countries where the Gentiles lived, 
they of course preached the essential and foundation 
facts of the Christian faith, We find that they 
always regarded the death and the resurrection of 
Jesus as the most important things in his life, while 
not by any means neglecting his teaching as to con- 
duct. The lessons of the past quarter are all con- 
nected with this fact of Jesus’ life-work, ! 

1. What was Jesus’ purpose in establishing the ordi- 
nance of the last supper? 

2. What are some of the practical lessons for us to be 
drawn from Jesus’ prayers in Gethsemane ? 

3. What were the motives of those who sought Jesus’ 
life ? 

4. What are the most convincing proofs of Jesus’ resur- 
rection ? 

5. See if you can discover in the lessons of the quarter : 

When Jesus hid something. 

When a man saw himself. 

When Jesus gave a reward. 

When Jesus gave a job. 
Evanston, ILL, 























LFSSON FOR DEC. 20 (Luke 24:50-53; Acts : 1-11) 


Power—Peace 
By S. D. Gordon 


Pe ies nearly six weeks Jesus appeared to 
the disciples,—now here, now there; in their 


Jerusalem meeting-room, at the tea-table in the - 


home, along the country road, down by the Galilee 
beach. ° 


In the broad daylight, in the evening, in the gray 
dawn; out in theopen, in behind doors; under 
every sort of circumstance they would, all at once, 
find Him in their midst. 

It became a settled thing in their underneath con- 
sciousness that he was indeed living in. And 
there must have wn up, too, a consciousness of 
his presence at times, even when they could not 
see him. 

There likely came to be a settled conviction that he 
was always there, now letting them see him, now 
net. It was a bit of schooling, a special forty days’ 
session to teach the one great lesson of his constant 
presence, ; 


‘During those times he talked with them much 
about the Kingdom. But in answer to their natural 
question about “ when,” he quietly insisted that the 
emphasis was‘to be on witnessing. Not dates, but 
fo aga to the personal power of a crucified risen 
Christ,—this: was to be the absorbing thing. 

“they would naturally begin at home, but they must 
nét:stop’there. They are to go out through their own 
country, out among the Samaritan neighbors they 
didn’t like to mix with, out and out, to the very far- 
thest reach of the earth. 


One day he had come among them in the usual un- 
expected way, and asked them to ‘ake a walk with 
him. And they walked along, he talking, they list- 
ening, with a question now and then, It seemed 
quite like one of the old walks together, but there's 
such a difference now; everything is so changed. 

‘He led them out across the Kidron, by Gethsemane, 
up the Olivet slope, up until now Bethany is in view. 
He is still talking, and his words burn in as their gaze 
is riveted on his face. 

He lifts up his hands in blessing. Now they are 
startled to notice that his feet are off the ground, He 
is moving up in the air, now re ete and higher, while 
they stare spellbound. And he quietly smiles into 
their faces. And now a bit of bright fleecy cloud 
8 s past and hides him from view. 

Still they gaze, awe-stricken, reverently wondering 
and worshiping, unable to lower their eyes. Maybe 
they think they’ll get another glimpse. Then two 
men, clearly of the upper st remind them that 
he would come back just as he had gone. 

He had just made a new = from the earth, 
threugh the air, through the blue, into the upper 
world. He meant to use that path again. He was 
getting it ready. Some day he will come down that 
same path out of the upper unseen world, through 
the blue, through the air, down to Olivet’s top. 


Now he is living the ascension life. It is the life of 
power in actual possession, He with the Father, but 
his eyes watch the earth. He is praying, praying 
for ‘us down on the earth. 

By name? Whynot? He did here. That blessed 
habit would not be broken. Praying for us by name! 
Repeating my name and yours! All that power in 
actual possession is being loosened out by prayer 
through the human channels that are clean and have 
good connections at both ends. 


The climax of the first earth errand becomes- the 
beginning of thé next earth errand. Isaiah’s won- 
drous vision connects naturally with the ascension, 
Olivet saw him go up, the man perfected by his earth 
experiences, the Saviour, the Lord of his people, go- 
ing’ to a new ministry of power-loosening prayer. 
Olivet will also see him come, the King, clothed with 
regal power, to fulfil the Kingly part of his mission. 

The coming King will be the Prince of Peace. 
He made peace by the blood of his cross, and he 
-will bring peace by the power of his crown, His 
great task will be to straighten out the knotty tan- 
gles that have so seriously hampered life in every 
quarter of the earth. 


Oppression of the weak by the physically stron * 


quarrels among the strong, fighting, getting. ready 
for fighting, a cessation of fighting from sheer ex- 
haustion, or by armed truce,—this is the old common- 
place everywhere. He will change all this. He will 
right all wrongs, and stop all fighting. 


He will have four marked characteristics,—-right- 
ecousness, absolute, above criticism by any; fazrness, 
utter impartiality to all; sympathy with the r 
that overwhelming majority, always, everywhere; 
and fower, absolutely resistless power to enforce his 
decrees. 

Yet there will be a wholly new idea of power; not 
as something physical, but something of the spirit. 
The smiting and slaying are not done by sword or 
gun, but by the breath of his lips. That willbe a power 
radically new to the crowd. : 

All this is possible because of the Spirit that sways 
him. It is a spirit of wisdom and discernment, of 
thoughtful counseling with men, and of unflinching 
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courage, of intimate, exact knowledge of all that is 


- involved; with an over-powering reverential regard 


for God's ideals. 

He will be as keen-scented in spirit for God's 
thought of right and truth and fairness as the trained 
bi nd on the trail. He will be able to look clear 
into the heart, and so discern clearly men’s motives 
and purposes. 


It’s a fine touch that puts such emphasis on the 
animal creation in Isaiah's ure. “milk and 
honey,” traced out in de 
of material frospority. so the animal description here 
is an index to a ectly natural happy human life. 

Animals and children are playing together with no 
sense of fear, only good feeling. Animals in touch 
with man reflect him accurately, both in bodily con- 
ditions and in disposition. Paul says that the whole 
animal creation suffers because of man’s sin and 
suffering. It groans and mutely yearns for a deliv- 
erauce, Here they reflect the new order of life. 


‘What a King! A prince of Jeace, actually. One 
can hardly take it in. Lord Jesus, come quickly. 
Thy Kingdom come. 

New York City, 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 

HE two passages comprised in this lesson are by 
the same author, the evangelist Luke. In the 


_ _ Gospel passage the account of the ascension is 
much briefer than that in the Acts. It is not likely, 


‘however, that Luke, when he wrote the Gospel, was 


not aware of the facts he records in the later passage. 
He simply concludes a brief historical statement, and 
then reverts to the topic in detail. This is quite in 
accordance with his method as a historian. 

Time,—It is quite generally agreed that the ascen- 
sion took place on the fortieth day after the resurrec- 
tion, which, according to the chronology accepted 
here, was Thursday, May 18, A.D. 30. 

Places.—In Jerusalem first; then on the eastern 
slope of the Mount of Olives; then in Jerusalem 
again, especially in the temple. The change of two 
Greek letters, sustained by the best authorities, yields 
the sense in verse 50, ‘‘over against Bethany,” in- 
stead of ‘‘as far as Bethany,” thus removing a diffi- 
culty. In Acts 1; 12 it is implied that the ascension 
took place on the Mount of Olives, and ‘‘as far as 
Bethany” conflicts with this. The traditional site is 
on the summit of the mountain, but ‘‘over against 
Bethany” points to a spot on the eastern slope. 

Theophilus.— Both of the books from which the les- 
son is taken are inscribed to ‘* Theophilus.” ‘The 
name means ‘lover of God,” but it does not refer to 
believers in general, as some have held. ‘ Most 
excellent ” (Luke 1 : 3) is an official designation, like 
our word ‘‘ honorable.” He was probably a ma-. of 
some position, and evidently a Christian, but other- 
wise unknown. It is inferred from Acts 22: 8 that 
he was not a Jew, and the familiarity with localities 
near Rome implied in Acts 27, 28 suggests that he 
lived in Italy. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 50.—Led them: From the account in Acts it 
appears that this refers to the eleven apostles.— 
Over against Bethany: See above. Bethany was 
the village so often spoken of in the Gospels, east of 
the Mount of Olives.—Blessed them: Pronounced a 
blessing upon them. Compare Acts 1: 8. 

Verse 51.— While he blessed them: While he was 
speaking, and with his hands uplifted.— Was car- 
ried up into heaven: ‘**A cloud received him out of 
their sight (Acts 1:19). The Epistle to the Hebrews, 
which places great emphasis on the Ascension, speaks 
of our Lord’s sitting down ‘‘on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high” (Heb. 1: 3), and finds in this an 
entrance into the true Holy of Holies, but wnither he 
was carried is not definitely revealed. Indeed, such 
a — could only be made through figures of 
speech. 

Verse 52.— Worshipped him: This was undoubt- 
edly religious worship, and it occurred at the ascen- 
sion.— With great joy : They rejoiced because they 
had a glimpse of his glory, and had received the 
promise of the Spirit. Doubtless their joy was itself 
‘*a prelude to Pentecost” (Bengel). 

Verse 53.—Continually in the temple: At the 
stated hours of prayer, not ‘‘all the time.” As Jews 
they would naturally resort to the sacred place. 

Acts 1: 1.—T7he former treatise: Evidently refer- 
ring to the Gospel of Luke, which is also inscribed to 
Theophilus (Luke 1:3). As ‘‘former” is literally 
‘* first,” some have supposed a third treatise was pur- 

sed by the writer. But ‘‘first” is sometimes used 
in the New Testament when only two things are re- 
ferred to.— Theophilus: See above.—Began: This 
may suggest that the present treatise was a continu- 
ation of the work and teaching of Jesus, through the 
fpostles. 

Verse 2.—After that he had givencommandment : 
The term here used points-to a single occasion, prob- 
ably on the day of the ascension (Ike 24: 48, 49). 
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though Matthew 28 : 19, 20, may also be referred to. 
—Through the Holy Spirit: There is an implied 
reference to the Holy Spirit in the passages men- 
tioned above. 

Verse 3.—By many proofs: Such as are recorded 
in the Gospels, —Forty days ; See above on the time. 
—Concerning the kingdom of God: Compare Luke 
24 throughout, also notice the previous teachings on 
this topic. 

Verse 4.—Being assembled: The marginal ren- 
dering ‘‘eating with them” is a possible one.— W7¢h 
them; That is, the eleven apostles, as verse 2 shows. 

Verse 5.—Not many days hence; The interval to 
Pentecost was ten days. 

Verse 8,— When the Holy Spirit is come upon you : 
** After that” is ungrammatical and misleading. The 
power could come wien the Holy Spirit came.— 
My witnesses: Compare Luke 24: 48. ‘They were 
to testify on behalf of their Master, declaring the 
truth respecting him. ‘The universal scope of the 
gospel is here stated, and this y ag the narrow 
view of restoring the kingdom to Israel. The giving 
of the Holy Spirit referred to occurred at Pentecost, 
and transcends all previous influences of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Verse 10.—7wo men; Evidently angels. 

Verse 11.—Shal/ so come in like manner: ‘The 
very same gee will return to earth, unchanged 
and suddenly. When, we cannot know, and how, is 
not explained. ‘The main promise is clear, and 
‘Come, Lord Jesus," has been the continued and 
continual prayer of Christians. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Touchstone.—4// that Jesus began both to 
do and to teach (v. 1). In this first sentence of 
Acts you have the life-touch of religion. Note the 
order, First po—and then you can teach. Christ 
not only teaches most wonderfully, but he first pors. 
Because he is arisen and living Christ, and not a 
‘* DEAD ONE.” Buddha, Mohammed, Ethical Culture, 
and all the others, may teach beautifully, but they 
DO NOTHING, because they are dead. Let them show 
a single tear dried, a single pain soothed, a single 
broken heart mended. No, notone, New Thought 
(or whatever it is) talks in great sounding phrases 
about ‘* love” and ‘‘ kindness,” and grinds a woman's 
heart in the divorce mill and marries an “ affinity.” 
Right now Christ is doing and teaching in the world 
as never before. Suadinn - schools hum. Adult 
classes aise, Pe Millions are raised for religion in 
a ten-day whirlwind asking for it. Buildings can't 
be found big enough for religious conventions, Busi- 
ness and Religion are knowing each other. Goodness 
is so commonplace that only badness is news. Christ 
is DOING more now than ever. Christianity is awake 
and full of ginger (Rev. 2 : 19). 


A Hard Job.— Wait for the promise of the Father 
(v. 4). aiting on the Lord was the first business 
of the first littke company of Christians. It is the 
first business of every company of Christians to this 
very day. Waiting of any sort is a testing opera- 
tion. Say, did you ever wait out on the porch while 
SHE got ready? Did you keep sweet? It takes lots 
of sugar to sit and sit, and wait and wait,—and still 
smile. To wait for God takes more than sweetness. 
It takes iron (Isa. 64: 4). Dr. Pierson tells how 
George Miiller, the mighty man of prayer, waited 
for sixty years for the promise of God in the conver- 
sion of two friends, and only got it after his arrival 
in heaven (Life of Arthur *, Pierson, p. 277). The 
long trusting wait is part of the force that forms a 
Miiller. God could have filled the disciples at the 
instant, but they needed the training of the wait. So 
do we. Of one thing be sure, the promise of God is 
always to be waited for, and is worth waiting for. 
The mistake of hundreds is the plunging into service 
without the patient waiting. ‘‘ Pulled before they 
were ripe,” as Uncle Billy said of some local evan- 
gelists who thought they were called to save the 
world, and made a mess of it. 


The Difference.— Ve shall be baptized in the Holy 
Spirit (v. 5).. John’s baptism with water is all right 
as far as it goes. But it doesn’t go very far. We 
all know lots of people who have been baptized with 
John’s baptism, and are very pronounced and par- 
ticular about it, too. But this is all there is to say.. 
They weigh absolutely nothing at all in the religious 
life of the community. Just lots of them keep us 
busy apologizing for them when some poor fellow we 
are trying to lift hands them back to us as a refer- 
ence against religion. But when a man is baptized 
with the Holy Spirit there is a new creation. His . 
folks don’t know him, the office doesn’t know him, 
the shop doesn’t know him, the town doesn't know 
him. Things begin to get done. No more sleeping 
on watch, no more cutting off ears, no more lying 
and cursing, no more sharp practises, no more a 
whole lot of things I will let you fellows filin. When 
God: can get a man who will say, ‘‘’‘hou art worthy, 
O Lord, and I am for thy good pleasure,” let that 
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man wait for the Holy Spirit, and wonders are done. 
This is how the Christian conquers the world (Rev. 
4:11; 2 Cor. 5:17). 

A Sun World.— Ye shall receive er (v. 8). All 
power comes from on high. Spiritual power of 
course. But all other ki of power also. Steam 
a age is nothing more than sun power. For ages it 

as been stored up for man’s use in the coal meas- 
ures, The great forests which grew and fell and 
hardened are our coal mines. The furnace, the 
boiler, the engine, unlocks the sun er sO man 
can take and use it. Water power is only the water 
the sun has lifted dropping to a lower level. It 
swings the magnet past the steel bars, and the sun 

wer pours along the wire. The trolley puts up its 
ong finger, and away we What is gasoline? 
Sun juice, that’s all. What is electricity? Sun 
power, that's all. We can't go into science in a para- 
graph, but please mark this: whenever science and 
rains chase anything down they land right back at 
the first words of Genesis. So has the power for 
our life. But he can't do ee with you if you 
reak the contact any more than the power-house at 
Niagara can turn out wheat biscuits if the big fac- 
tory does not keep the switch open, Peter, the 
faulty fisherman, with the switch open leads three 
thousand into the kingdom in three minutes. And 
so will you. The book of Acts is the commentary on 
this verse (Acts 2: 41). . 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


~ 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars the best 

illustration each week. A circular a the acceptance 
of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for 
a two-cent stamp. 


The Dog and the New Testament,—74¢ wolf shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and 
the fatling y Morey (Golden Text). tr. Moffat, 
the celebrated South African missionary, tells a story 
of a shepherd lad who had been converted by read- 
ing the New Testament. He had been very way- 
ward, but the teachings of Jesus had made him quite 
anew boy. One day he came to Dr, Moffat in much 
distress, telling him their big watch-dog had got hold 
of the Book and had torn a page out of it. Dr. Moffat 
comforted him by saying it was no matter, for he 
could get another Testament. But the boy was not 
at all comforted. ‘‘ Think of the dog,” he said. Dr. 
Moffat laughed, and said, ‘‘If your dog can crunch 
an ox bone, he is not going to be hurt by a bit of 


paper.” Dr. Moffat supposed that the boy thought . 


the paper would hurt the dog’s teeth, but that 
was not it. ‘‘Oh, Papa Moffat,” he cried, ‘‘I was 
once a bad boy. If I had an enemy I hated him, 
and everything in me wanted to kill him. Then I 
got the New Testament in my heart, and began to 
love everybody and forgive all my enemies, and now 
the dog, the great big hunting dog, has got the 
blessed Book in him, and will begin to love the lions 
and the tigers, and let them help themselves to the 
sheep and the oxen.”” What a beautiful tribute this 
African boy, out of the simplicity of his heart, paid 
to the power of the Bible !—From Children’s Friend. 
Sent by Sadie M. Harley, Rome,Ga. The prize for 
this week ts awarded to this illustration. 


Evidence.— Zhe wolf shall dwell with the lamd, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid... for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah 
(Isa. 11 : 6-9). A missionary was once asked to give 
a proof that the cross of Christ would eventually tri- 
umph, This is what he said : ‘‘ When I arrived at 
the Fiji group, my first duty was to bury the hands, 
arms, feet, and heads of eighty victims whose bodies 
had been roasted and eaten in acannibal feast. I 
lived to see those very cannibals who had taken part 
in that inhuman feast gathered about the Lord’s 
table.”"— From Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
Mary E. Rogers, Franklin, N. Y. 


True Americans.—7he earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of Jehovah (v. 9). At the convention 
of the Indian Young Men’s Christian Association 
held at Flandreau, South Dakota, it was voted that 
the Young Men’s Christian Association of the Sioux 
Indians support an Association secretary in India. 
The sight of the sons of Sitting Bull, Red Cloud, 
American Horse, Spotted Tail, and Young-Man- 
Afraid-of-His-Horses subscribing to send the 
news of the gospel to the heathen of India is surely a 
splendid concrete example of the visible results of 
the message carried by the evangelical missionaries 
to that warlike tribe.—From The Christian Herald. 
Sent by Mrs. M,. A. Huling, Larned, Kan. 

To See Him.—7o whom he also showed himself 
(Acts 1 : 3). 


** Sometimes I long to see Him as of old 
Judea saw, and with my gaze to hold 
His face enshrined ; 
Often, amid the world’s tumultuous strife, 
Some slight memorial of His early life 
1 long to find. 
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** Who sees the face but sees in part; who reads 
The spirit which it hides, sees all; he needs 
No more, Thy grace— 
Thy life in my life, Lord, give thou to me; 
And then, in truth, I may forever see 
My Master’s face ! 
— William Hurd Hilmer,in American Messenger. 
Sent by Burton H. Winslow, Saco, Me. 


Infinite Overflow.— But ye shall receive power, 
when the Holy Spirit is come upon you : ante shall 
be my witnesses bothin Jerusalem, and in all Jud@aa 
and Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth (v. 8). A man praying at a nee 
in England for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
said: “*O Lord, we can’t much, but we can 
overflow lots.” Let the fact be carefully marked 
that it is only the overflow from the fulness within 
our own lives that brings ere to 4 one else. 
—From Quiet Talks on Power, by S. U. Gordon. 
Sent by ma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 

Power Where It’s Needed.—2uit ye shall receive 
power (v. 8.) A minister, calling on an old negress, 
found her bending over the wash-tub, scrubbin 
with all her might. ‘ Aunt Dinah,” said he, ‘‘don't 
you get very tired doing that hard work?" ‘Oh, 

es, massa,” she replied, ‘‘ lhasn’t got much strength. 

ut I ask the Lord, and he gives me the sfirzz o’ 
washin'.”—From Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by James D. Lawson, Charlottetown, P. E. I. 


Oriental Lesson Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the Anglo- 
American Congregation in Beyrout 


ERUSALEM, and in all Judaa, and Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth (v. 8). 
The plan of expansion was geographical, from 
near to distant; re/igéous, from those who had the 
whole Old Testament to those who had the Law 
only, and finally to those who made a law to them- 
selves out of ethical ideals ; commercial, inasmuch 
as the dispersed Jewish communities evangelized 
were chiefly found at the caravan stations of the 
trade route between east and west. 

A shoot out of the stock of Jesse (Isa. 11:1). In 
Palestine two trees chiefly exemplify this. The olive- 
tree, when fully grown and after some years of fruit- 
bearing, sends up shoots ata distance of one or two 
feet around the trunk just where the roots branch 
out to spread underground. These are the ‘olive 
branches ” that spring up to take the place of the old 
tree. Thus the child takes the place of the parent, 
and the New Covenant that of the Old. The second 
is the oak-tree which when cut down sends up a ring 
of shoots from the stem that has been cut across near 
the ground. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecyprt, 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


UR map shows the point of a V touching the 

line of the eastern wall, while the arms of the 

V reach across the Kidron Valley to the slope 

of Olivet. We will stand at the V’s point on a high 
bank just outside the wall. 











The hillside drops abruptly only a few rods away 
before us. We can look down on the feathery tops of 
some olive-trees growing in the bed of the valley. 
Beyond that nearest orchard we see the gray-walled 
Garden of Gethsemane with its own ancient olive- 
trees, some tall, dark cypresses, and many masses of 
low shrubbery; then the side of Olivet rises before 
us, partly cultivated, partly neglected, with three 
walled highways climbing its long slope. More trees 
give the crest of the hill a soft ken outline as it 
stands silhouetted against the eastern sky, and two 
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tall towers give it accent, pointing upwards into the 
sunshiny sky. 

It was somewhere on that height that human eyes 
saw the form of Jesus for the last time. The cit 
where he told the disciples that the power of 
should descend upon them (Luke 24: 29) is directly 
behind us. : 

Use a stereograph entitled, ‘‘Garden of Geth- 
semane and Mount of Olives from the eastern wall.” 


Christmas Lesson (Isa. 11 ; 1-20) 


ET us stand before Jerusalem's eastern wall (our 
map marks the spot 48) while we have Isaiah's 
joyful prediction in mind, 

The city our Lord loved is behind us. The Golden 
Gate, through which he entered the city on Palm 
Sunday, is a few rods away at our right. The bank 
on which we stand is high and steep; we look across 
the Kidron valley near where he crossed on the night 
of the last sup (John 18: 1) to the ground of the 
garden where enmee Part of that garden ground 
we see enclosed by a wall. A few very old, ragged 
olive-trees can be renee, May growing there still, 
with tall dark cypresses beside them. Then beyond 
the walled garden we see the long upward slope of 
Olivet, and three roads climbing the slope,—roads 
that he knew, that his feet have trodden. 

The literal, outward peace of which Isaiah ra 
turously sang is still a promise for future time. e 
have not reached it, But the inward peace that gives 
strength to work towards Isaiah’s ideal is peace that 
we learn in Gethsemane. ‘‘ Not as I will, but as 
thou wilt,”"—that temper of mind, which Jesus still 
shares with every honestly desirous human creature, 
is the condition of inward peace. 

We remember the words he had spoken in an upper 
room in the city just before he went out to the night 
vigil: ‘‘ Peace I leave with you. mi peace I give 
unto you.” For almost nineteen hundred P dean men 
and women in all parts of our world have found that 
promise true. He does give his ce to those who 
seek it. And in the strength of that serenity men 
and women all around the world are working to make 
the Christ spirit rule in outward, “ practical” affairs. 
Isaiah's vision has not come true this year. But it 
will yet come true, 

Use a stereograph entitled, ‘Garden of Geth- 
semane and Mount of Olives from the eastern wall.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places vea/. Forty-eight places are being visited 
during 1914. ‘The forty-eight stereographs cost $8.00, and if all 
are ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case 
will be given free. ‘Twelve places will be described with the 
lessons of this fourth quarter ; cost, $2. ‘The three for December 
alone cost 50 cents.. (Less than five in one order are 20 cents 
each), Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Lantern slides of the same 
scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; sepia 
tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10, In orders for twenty-five or 
more at one time the prices are : plain slides, 40 cents ; sepia 
tinted, 45 cents: colored, $1.00. Postage or express is prepaid 
on orders for either stereographs or stereoscopes. Address 
The Sunday School Times Co., 103 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


ESUS was the first-fruits of the resurrection. 
Other persons had been revived. Lazarus 

was dead. Jesus called him back to life again. 

But Lazarus is dead again. So with all those who, 
ing, were called back from the spirit world. They 
ail died again. Not so with Jesus. When he came 
back from the spirit world as the first-fruits of them 
that are asleep, he came to stay. He went to the 
Father in the body when he ascended from the 
Mount of Olives. e is in heaven preparing a place 
for his saints. When we rise from the dead we shall 
die no more, but shall ascend to meet him in the air. 

It was a sad parting when Jesus left his disciples 
at the gate of the Garden of Gethsemane, an@ set out 
for Calvary by he of the palace of the high priest 
and the judgment hall of Pilate. And when Calvary 
came with its darkness it was not half so dark in the 
world as it was in the hearts of his disciples, whose 
hopes were crushed. When the glad news spread 
from person to person that he had come back and was 
really mingling with his disciples their joy knew no 
bounds. ut their gladness was of short duration. 
He was with them for forty short joyous days, and 
then he was gone again, and a cloud received him 
out oftheir sight. He told them that he was coming 
back again. And heis someday. Some of us are 
looking for him. 

When he went away he did not leave his disciples 
alone; or, as he himself stated it, he did not leave 
them orphans. The Holy Spirit came to be with 
them. e is the representative of Christ. He is 
looking after the affairs of the kingdom while Jesus 
delays his coming. 

Jesus is bes much -interested in what his people 
are doing while he is away. Quite a number of his 

arables had to do with just this thing. How are we 
king after the affairs of the kingdom? Whe he 


LESSON FOR DEC. 20 (Luke 24 : go-53$ Acts 1: 1-12) 


comes will he find us watching, and working 
while we watch? , 
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A Prayer After the Lesson.—Lord God, 
in thy. is fulness of joy. As angels 
in the ago sounded their notes of praise 
on the around Bethlehem so would 
we to-day give thanks for the coming of 
the Babe who was and who is the Christ, 
the Lord. Help us so to proclaim the 
pel of on earth and will to 
men that we may have a part in bringing in 
the reign of universal e, Save us from 
doing foolish things week, We would 
make PRY ag Ff me wep! eed 
having lived init, For the sake of Jesus 
we ask it. Amen. 

Kinston, N. C. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


* And is the time approaching?” : 
* At the name of Jesus oadey ide shall 











‘* Blow ye the trumpet, blow.” 
the day that sees him rfise.”* 
‘* Christ, above all glory seaied."* 
‘Hail to the brightness of Zion's glad 
morning,” 
ss Seg shall reign where’ er the sun.” 
** See, the conqueror mounts in triumph.” 
**"Thou art goue up on high.” 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book *‘ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 68’: 18-20 (196 : 1-2). 
Psalm 24: 1-10 (49: 1-3). 
Psalm 47 : 1-9 (99 : 1-5). 
Psalm 122 : 1-9 (267 : 1-4). 
Psalm 46: 1-11 (96 : 1-4). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—Jesus wants peace 

on earth. : 
Note.—At this season the Christmas 

story should always be presented to Prima 

children, It may easily be associated wit 
the Scripture suggested for to-day’s lesson. 
Christmas celebrates Christ’s coming from 
heaven to earth to establish peace and good- 
will, The Ascension tells of Christ’s return 
from earth to heaven, after teaching his dis- 
ciples how to promote peace in all the earth, 

Compare the angels’ message at his birth 
—‘* Good tidings of great joy to all people ; 
on earth peace and good-will ’—and Jesus’ 
final message to his disciples: ‘‘In me ye 
may have peace’’ (John 16: 33). 

Because of the knowledge that even 
small children have gained of the terrible 
war it is desirable to emphasize Christ’s 
promise of peace for the orld. 

Decorate with Christmas greens and pic- 
tures, 

Introduction.—The anticipation of Christ- 
mas is strong in the hearts of children. 
Even five days seem a long time to wait. 
Tell how the Jews had waited many years 
for their Christ to be born, When he did 
come, many did not believe him. ~ 

Lesson .—In Scripture language tell 
the Christmas story as in Like 2: 8-20, 
Children love to hear of the shepherds and 
angels, the light and the star, but most of all 
of the baby Jesus. Mention the angels’ 
message of peace and sing an appropriate 
Christmas hymn. 

When Jesus began to preach he said, 
** Blessed are the peace-makers.’’ To the 
angry waves he said one day, ‘* Peace, be 
still.” To his disciples he said, ** My peace 
I leave with you; my peace I give unto 
you.”’ Jesus wanted his disciples to ‘‘Go and 
tell all the nations.” 

The last time that Jesus talked with his 
disciples was on the Mount of Olives near 
Bethany. While talking he lifted up his 
hands and blessed them. While he blessed 
them-he was taken up, and a cloud received 
him out of their sight. He was parted from 
them and carried up into heaven, back to the 
glory which he had had with his Father. 

The disciples watched the cloud which had 
taken Jesus from their sight. They didn’t 
see him any more, but as they stood watch- 





ing the: cloud, two men in white clothing 
stood beside them and said, ‘‘Ve men of 
Galilee, why stand up into heaven ? 
this same Jesus, is up from you 
into heaven shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven.” 

The disciples w and went back to 
Jerusalem with great joy. They went often 
to the temple to praise and bless God, They 
began to work for peace and good-will in 
all the earth, 

How wonderful this world will be when 
there are no more wars, because people will 
not want to fight each other ! 

Long before Jesus was born, one of God’s 

promised that such a time of peace 
would surely come; that people would make 
plows out of their swords, and change their 
spears into pruning-hooks or knives, to care 
for the trees and vines. 

Even the wolf and a gentle little lamb shall 
dwell together; the leopard and baby goat, 
or kid, shall lie down together; the calf, 
young lion, and fat sheep will not hurt each 
other. They will be so gentle that even a 
child may lead them, cow and the 
bear shail feed and their young ones lie 
down together. ‘The lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. Even the snakes and serpents 
will not harm little children, Nothing shall 
hurt nor destroy. (One permanent picture 
in every primary room should be ‘‘ The Little 
Child Leading,’’ with the animals near, 
Surely some parent, or group of parents, 
would gladly furnish this picture framed, as a 
Christmas gift to your Primary department, 
It is printed in several sizes, and is always a 
favorite with children.) 

That wonderful time of peace has not yet 
come. God’s promise tells that it will come 
** when the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, ... and all shall know 
him, from the least unto the greatest.’’ That 
is why Jesus asked his disciples to let people 
know in all the world. They did all they 
could. Since then, ministers and teachers 
and missionaries have helped. The children 
can help by earning and saving money to 
send Testaments and missionaries. Good 
men and women have gone to many nations 
to teach, Our picture-cards and picture- 
rolls can help. As you children grow older 
perhaps a boy or girl from our class may 
choose to be a missionary. How glad we 
shall be when everybody knows and loves 
Jesus, and is kind to all the people and ani- 
mals, Read Isaiah 54:13: ‘* All thy ch#/- 
dren shall be taught of Jehovah; and great 
shall be the peace of thy children.”’ 

Hand-work.—Give to each child a gilt 
Star to paste on his paper. Above it write, 
** Christmas Star,’’ and below it, ‘* Of Peace.”’ 

CHICAGO, 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 
51. Picturing Christmas Night 


OTE To TracHERS.—On Christmas 
Sunday it is impossible to lead the 
minds of little children away from the 

all-absorbing thought so gloriously new to 
them. If, however, any ‘ three-minute 
talk ’’ is desired it may be a picturing of that 
wonderful night on the Judean hills, making 
a sort of background for the lesson story. 
We might say to the children: 

On this day we can think of just one thing! 
What is it? Christmas, to be sure! The 
day when we give gifts and get them and are 
so happy. 

Who started Christmas? God himself! 
After he had given us this earth for a home 
and all the pretty things in it, he sent us his 
own Son, sent him as a wee baby to be the 
whele world’s first Christmas gift. 

Perhaps the night he came was just such a 
night as this will be—a clear, deep blue sky 
full of glistening stars bending over. Doesn’t 
it seem to come close on wintry nights? 
And the big bare trees stand up hike brave 
soldiers, their branches looking like black 
lace against the sky, Perhaps the air was 
chilly, even in that warm country around the 
little town of Bethlehem, and the white 
sheep sleeping on the hills had te huddle to- 
aici to keep warm. Perhaps the shep- 

erds sitting around the campfires guarding 
the sheep looked up through the tree- 
branches at the dark hills and stars and won- 
dered if God was still loving his world. 

Suddenly—the Bible tells us—a strange, 
white light shone right in the center of the 
sky, from it a path of silvery light reached 
toward the ground, and down the pathway 
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-— a singing angel, all white and gold and 
glorious, bringing good news, 

Pretty soon the teachers will tell you the 
rest of the beautiful. story, but let us stop 
here and sing our own Christmas song. And 
all,the while we are fing! let us think how 
the earth must have ed that first Christ- 
mas night. 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 


. 
My Class of Girls 
"By Content Patterson 


HY is this going © be a sad Christmas 
for us all? en we think of the 
fatherless little ones in Europe, of 

the broken homes, the scattered families, the 
thousands of dead and dying men, and the 
os and suffering,—although no loss may 

ave come to our own home, yet these things 
will sadden our own rejoicing. 
to church and sing of ‘‘ peace on earth’’ we 
shall wonder how it is that most of Europe is 
at war. Let us talk: these things over and 
see if we haven’t good ground for rejoicing 
over the promise of ‘‘ peace and good-will,’ 
even though our hearts are burdened now 
with the sorrows of others, 

Why is it that when we make plans for 
the day we can so seldom carry them out? 
Let the girls give experiences. God knows 
everything that is coming so that the war has 
not upset his plans for peace. We shall 
look at some Fhe, of God’s plan to-day. 

1, Jesus’ First Coming.— The prophets 
hundreds of years before told of Jesus’ first 
coming (Isa. 7:14; 9: 6, 7 d, before 
his birth, told his mother Mary about him 
(I ke 1 : 30-33), and Joseph also (Matt. 1 : 
21-23). Jesus was to come as a little child, 
he was to be a Saviour, and a King. 

Draw from the girls briefly the events at- 
tending Jesus’ birth, the inn, the angels’ mes- 
sage, the shepherds, and the wise men. Why 
are we giving Christmas gifts? (John 3: 16.) 
We know that part of God’s plan was carried 
out. 

What events in this quarter’s lessons have 
been important to us? Bring out from the 


Jes the facts of our being saved through 


When we go 


esus’ death and of our being kept because 

é is alive and lives in us, So we have found 
the second part of God’s plan accomplished, 
Jesus the Saviour. Let us have John 3 : 16 
once more, 

In our lesson last Sunday Jesus was telling 
the disciples what they should do while he 
was away. Draw out eee points of 
last Sunday’s lesson: the disciples to be wit- 
nesses to all nations, the power to come from 
Jesus, and he to be with them always. In 
our lesson to-day Jesus is walking with his 
disciples toward Bethany and explaining to 
them that he will be with them and yet be 
away from them. Where were they to wait? 
For whose coming? The Holy Spirit, Jesus’ 
Spirit, without wliom no witnessing could be 


done. As Jesus was blessing them what oc- 
curred? What 'did the angels say about 
Jesus? 


We have seen how the first coming of Jesus 
was foretold and came to pass,—and we have 
seen how Jesus’ death and resurrection have 
come to , and if we turn to Acts 2 we 
shall see how the Holy Spirit came just as 
Jesus said he would, and now we have the 
angels telling us that Jesus is coming again. 
There are a great many other passages we 
might turn to foretelling the same thing: 
when Jesus comes again he will come as King. 
Our lesson to-day tells us what kind of a 
Kingdom he is going to have (Isa. 11 : 1-11). 

2. Jesus’ Second Coming.—The first thing 
we notice about the King is his family, a stem 
out of the rod of Jesse, just as King William 
belongs to the family of the Hohenzollerns. 
Jesse was the father of David and Jesus is to 
sit on David’s throne, Every good ruler who 
fears God trusts God to help him, but just 
look at the seven things that are said about 
this King (verse 2). See what these seven 
things enable this King to do. Draw out 
from the girls that he will judge on the merits 
of the case, that righteousness and equity 
will be given the poor and the meek. On 
the other hand he will slay and destroy the 
wicked, and he will be absolutely :ighteous 
and faithful. What person only could do 
these things ? 

Now let us look at the three things about 
the Kingdom : First, the change in animal 
nature. 
Child Shall Lead Them’’).. Second, there 
will be nothing to destroy or hurt, and third, 
everybody ever the whole earth will know 


(Illustrate with picture, ‘‘A Little | 
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aay prove just as the water is ‘‘over the 
sea creeps into every little bay, inlet and 
indentation in the shore.””? Have the girls 
contrast this picture with nations and 

of to-day. hat are wetodo? Togo right 
on witnessing until Jesus comes for us. There 
are three s ways in which we can wit- 
ness at this Christmas time; by our 
prayers, and sympathy, Let us give somet 

to hel the ciaebe in Europe,—let us ee 
extra for our missionaries who are having 
such a hard time now and let us do something 
for some one here at home who will have no 
Christmas unless we provide it. 


Next Week’s Lesson 
Suggestions for the Teacher 


Assign to each girl one lesson of the quare 
ter and have her review the Golden Text and 
the principal lesson. 

Let girls bring on paper all locations and 
points of interest they can remember in and 
about Jerusalem. 

Have sand-tray ready for final review. 


Moopy CHuRcH, CHICAGO. 
% 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


ELL, we studied our double lesson 
Friday night, but we never could 
have seen through it if teacher hadn’t 

helped us. ‘That’s another good thing about 
meeting at his house Friday nights. 

‘Where did Jesus come from?” was his 
first question Sunday, and of course we all 
answered, ‘* Heaven,’’ 

‘* Where did he go to at his ascension?” 
came next, and we gave the same answer. 

Then he asked about the angels that an- 
nounced Jesus’ birth, and the prophets who 
foretold it. That brought us up to my home 
question about Isaiah. 

I told how he was a prophet that lived at 

Jerusalem about seven hundred years before 
Christ and was always telling people about the 
coming of a Messiah, 
* Bert explained that verse about the rod out 
of the stem of Jesse. He made out like it 
was a sort of a name for Christ. The nation 
would be brought low, like a tree cut down, 
but out of the line of Jesse, the father of 
David, there would spring another king, like 
a new shoot out of the old stump, and that 
new king would be the Christ. 

Teacher talked about the next verses, what 
the King would be like, and-how Jesus was 
like that, Then we came to that part about 
the leopard lying down with the kid, and not 
hurting it. 

He called on Carl to explain if this agreed 
with what the angels had sung when Jesus 
was born, Carl told how they sang ‘* Peace 
on earth, good will to men,” and ‘said he 
guessed that was what Isaiah meant, for he 
said there wouldn’t anything hurt or destroy 
anything else. 

** Huh, I’d like to see sucha time,’’ whis- 
pered Bulldog Jones to me, ‘It’s about a 
million miles away from now.”’ 

Next we went on to the ascension, Bull- 
dog told how Jesus-and the apostles went up 
on the Mount of Olives. Jesus began‘to say 
good-bye, and the first thing they knew he 
went right up and up into a cloud, 

Of course the lesson picture] was of the 
Mont of Olives where Tense last stood on 
this earth, Down in the valley we could 
see the Garden of Gethsemane, and up over 
the hill beyond was the road he used to travel 
going to Bethany. Every fellow looked at it 
a long while, but nobody said anything. I 
tell you, I’d like to have seen him go, 

Skinny went on about two angels coming 
to tell the disciples that Jesus had gone to 
Heaven, and that he would come again some 
day just like he went. 

We talked about how the Holy Spirit came 
down to live in and work through the church 
in spreading the gospel and winning the world 
to Christ, and how much had already been 
accomplished by missions, and the church and 
Sunday-school at home. 

** But look at the war,’’ hollered Bulldog. 
‘« They’ re killing each other like devils over 
there, and all of ’em praying to God to help 
"em kill more, They don’t look much like 
* Peace on earth, good will to men,’ ”’ 

‘*That’s true,’”’ answered teacher sadly, 
** but. it only shows that we’ve been trusting 
to the wrong power to establish complete 
righteousness. We've been looking to civ- 
ilization and treaties, whereas the Bible 


1 See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 762 in 
this issue. 
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plainly teaches that these will never com- 
wae drive out evil,’’ - - “Es, 
** When will real peace on earth be estab- 
lished, Fred ?’’ he asked, turning to the min- 
ister’s boy, 
| Fred said his father didn’t believe war 
would be entirely done away with and broth- 
pj love prevail until Christ returns in glory 
sets up his personal reign. He thinks 
these verses about the lion and the lamb, and 
,all that, means after Christ comes again, and 
teacher said he believed that way too. 
** What’s the use for us to keep working at 
it then, if we can’t do it?’’ asked Bulldog, 
“*That’s Bumps’ question,’’ answered 
teacher, ‘* What can we do?”’ 
re said he read in a book that teacher 
showed him, where it said Christ couldn’t 
come till the had been preached to all 
nations, so they’d all have a chance to accept 
shim, and that everything we do to advance 
the kingdom is helping to get ready for Christ’s 
return, He is waiting until we ‘‘ preach the 
coapel to every creature."’ 
, Teacher put it on the board this way : 





CHRIST’S RETURN 


WILL WAITS 
ESTABLISH | ON 
TRUE OUR 

‘ PEACE | WITNESSING 


















The Living and Reigning Lord 


HE Ascension was a fitting close to the 
earthly life and work of Christ, a cli- 
max to all that preceded and the open- 

ing of a new stage 7 redemptive blessing. 
The Death, Resurrection and Ascension 
should be considered together as the three 
culminating events in our Lord’s work on be- 
half of man, Two of the Gospels make no 
reference to the Ascension, Matthew and 
John doubtless regarding it as a prolongation 
of the Resurrection, Luke, however, speaks 
of it with definiteness and detail in two places, 
the passages appointed for the present study 
(Luke 24 : 50-53; Acts £ : I-11), See 
Stevens and Burton’s ‘‘ Harmony of the Gos- 
pels,’’ Section 150 (Scribners, $1) ; Riddle’s 
‘*¢Outline Harmony,’’ Section 172 (The Sun- 
day School Times Co,, 10 cents and 25 cents) ; 
Croscup’s ** Historical Charts,’’ Section 1 
(The Sunday School Times Co., $1); Stir- 
ling’s ** Atlas of the Life of Christ,’’ page 27, 
No. 11 (Revell, 40 cents); Vollmer’s ‘* Mod- 
ern Student’s Life of Christ,’ pages 277-282, 
(Revell, $1). 


Daily Studies 


Monaay.—Read Luke 24 : 50-53. It was 
appropriate that near Bethany, a place famil- 
iar from former visits, should be the spot 
whence Christ ascended. His parting was 
associated with spiritual blessing, and as there 
was no longer any doubt about his Godhead 
the disciples worshiped him, Their return 
to Jerusalem with great joy is particularly 
striking in contrast with their gloom on the 
day of his death, They knew that although 
parted from them he was not lost, and so 
there was no lament, but on the contrary con- 
tinual joy and praise as they worshiped in 
the temple. 


Tuesday.—Read Acts 1: 1-5. ‘* The for- 
mer treatise’’ is of course Luke’s Gospel, to 
which Acts is a sequel. ‘This is the reason 
why the latter opens with additional informa- 
tion about the Forty Days and about the As- 
cension, The order of the words “*do’’ and 
**teach ’’ should be noted ; first the life and 
then the lip, deeds before words (see Matt. 
23:3). Conduct must go before preaching. 
The word ‘* began ” isa favorite with Luke, 
occurring thirty-one times in the Gospel and 
ten in the Acts. Both books are spoken of 
as books of ** beginnings’ only, setting forth 
just the commencenient of the Gospel at each 
place. As Luke’s Gospel records what Jesus 
began *‘ to do and to teach’’ up to his ascen- 
sion,~so Acts tells the same story of what he 
continued to do after his ascension, One is 
an epitome of work on earth and the other of 
work from Heaven. ‘Verse 2 shows that 
Acts takes up the narrative where the Gospel 
left it. Verse 3 records the threefold prepa- 
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peak oct ware q eet 
‘or next Sunday. gave usa 
little map that he had drawn with an X marked 
in a differeat place oneachone. He ssid we 
were to write in the name of the place marked, 
and be to tell what there, 
and because Friday night is Christmas, we are 
to meet Saturday night. 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 


1. Beginning.—Christ's com 
1. “Ginere did Jesus come ie ? 
2, Where did he go to? 
3. Who announced his birth ? 
q Who foretold his birth ? 
Il, The Reign of Peace. 
1, Who was Isaiah? 
2. What is meant by the rod out of the stem 
whe ye by the leopard lying do 
at is meant eopard lying down 
vd with the kid? 
4 Does this with what the angels sang 
at Jesus’ birth ? 
IIT. When Wiil it Come ? 
1. How - Jesus leave his disciples? (Pic- 
ture. 
What message did the an deliver? 
Who came to carry.on Christ's work? 
How much-has the kingdom been estab- 
lished ? 
How do vou account for the present war ? 
When will real peace be established ? 
What can we do.to help bring it in? 
(Blackboard. ) 4 


Terre Haute, Inp. 


ION FHP 





ration of the Apostles: (1) the proof of their 
Master being alive ; ‘sp ows series of appear- 


ances during the Forty Days; (3) instruction 
in necessary truths (Luke 24:45; John 16: 
12). Werses 4and § tell of three things of 
supreme importance. (1) They were pre- 
vented from leaving Jerusalem ; (2) they were 
commanded to wait; (3) they were given a 

romise, Thus they would have a new and 
infinitely better baptism than that of John. 
The baptism with the Holy Spirit is promised 
in all four Gospels (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1: 
8; Luke 3:16; John 1 : 33). This shows 
the great importance of the subject and the 
absolute necessity of imbuement with spirit- 
ual power. The disciples were not told pre- 
cisely of the time, but were probably left in a 
spirit of expectation as they waited the fulfil- 
ment of the Divine promise. 


Wednesday.—Read Acts 1 ;: 6-8. The 
word ‘‘therefore’’ in verse 6 shows their in- 
terpretation of the promise, Instead of set- 
ting themselves definitely to expect the prom- 
ise of the Father, they seem to have been im- 
pressed by the words ‘‘ not many days hence ’’ 
which they applied to their own preconceived 
ideas of an earthly kingdom and glory. It is 
easy for human nature to turn aside from 
main spiritual issues to some merely specula- 
tive and practically fruitless ideas. But Christ 
soon corrects their misconception, telling 
them that times and seasons are in God’s 
hands, that the kingdom is spiritual not tem- 

ral, and that it is for the world and not for 

srael only. It needed Pentecost to revo- 
lutionize their ideas and to spiritualize their 
thoughts. He recalls them to the promised 
gift and fixes their mind on the need of the 
Holy Spirit while he tells them of the work 
they had to do (v. 8). They were to be his 
witnesses, not rulers in an earthly kingdom. 
These last words of Christ are of special im- 
portance showing the place he gave to his 
Father, to himself, to the Spirit and to man. 
The boldness of the utterance is marvelous 
if we only allow ourselves to think of the cir- 
cumstances under which it was spoken, and 
the difficulties in the way of such men at- 
tempting such a work through the whole 
world, 

Thursday.—Read Acts 1 : 9-11. Here 
again, as in the Gospel of Luke, we have the 
record of the Ascension, but instead, as 
there, of it being the conclusion, it is the 
opening of a new and greater life; ‘‘not a 
sunset, but a sunrise.” Special emphasis 
seems to be laid on the fact that they were 
eye-witnesses of the Ascension, and this was 
important if they were to be his ** witnesses.” 
Their eyes were fixed on him(v. 9). Clouds 
in Scripture are often associated with the 
divine presence (Matt. 24: 30; 26: 64; 
Rev. 1:7). As they continued to gaze fix- 
edly two angel visitors appeared, just as had 





been the case at the Resurrection (Luke 24 : 
43 peed 11, 12). The disa 
Master might have troubled the disei- 
ples if they had not been taught to realize 
that they were not losing him. The angels 
addressed thedisciples as —_ ad a 
rhaps emphasizing their humble origin 
fooler weakness from a purely earthly 
standpoint (John 1: 46; Acts 2:7; 1 Cor. 1: 
26-29). The thrice-repeated word ‘‘ heaven” 
shows the emphasis of the angels’ ene 
thereby helping the disciples to realize 
true meaning of the Ascension, It is also 
noteworthy that the same chapter which 
speaks of Christ’s death, resurrection, and 
ascension tells of his Second Coming as well, 
and thus all the fundamental doctrines of the 


gospel are grouped together in these few 
verses, 


Friday.—Read Mark 16 : 19, 20, The 
importance of these words lies in the fact 
that they are a sum of the entire book 
of the Acts of the Apostles, Christ ascended 
and sat down at God’s right hand, and then 
the disciples went everywhere, preaching, 
their Master working with them and en- 
dorsing what they said by his own divine 
power. The one thought of this section, as 
indeed of the Acts, is the living Christ, the 
Lord working with them. The ik of the 
Acts may almost be described as ‘‘ The Acts 
of the Living Lord,’”’ because from the very 
first he is seen to be the supreme worker by 
the Holy Spirit, and the disciples as merely 
his instruments. This thought of Christ as 
living is essential to vital and vigorous Chris- 
tianity. We do not worship a dead Christ; 
nor is he either in the cradle as a little child, 
oron earthasaman. We rejoice in every- 
thing from Bethlehem through Calvary to 
Olivet, but our true spiritual perspective 
must always be that of aliving Lord. ‘* After 
Easter always Easter.’’ 


Saturday.—Read Hebrews 8 : 1 to 10: 25. 
1. In Hebrews the Ascension is taught much 
more clearly and in detail than elsewhere in 
the New Testament. The Resurrection is not 
mentioned once until the concluding prayer 
(13 : 20). This is no doubt due to the fact 
that as Hebrews shows the antitype of the 
Jewish tabernacle on the Day of Atonement, 
the Ascension naturally corresponds with the 
entrance of the high priest into the Holy of 
Holies, This typical aspect of the Ascension 
should be carefully studied (chap. 9). 2. 
The doctrinal teaching is clear, and Christ’s 
three appearances are important: (1) In the 
past as Saviour (9 : 26); (2) in the present as 
Advocate (9 : 24); (3) in the future as King 
(9 : 28). The personal power of the Ascen- 
sion is also clearly taught (7 : 25; 4 : 14). 
3. The practical power of this truth is most 
important (see 10 : 19-23 and 4: 14-16). The 
one thought is ‘‘ draw near.’? Because Christ 
is alive we are to approach. Christianity is 
pre-eminently the religion of free, full, unre- 
stricted access to God. Herein lies the differ- 
ence between an elementary and a growing 
spiritual life. One who begins the Christian 
life simply accepts Christ as his Saviour who 
died on the cross. But the growing Chris- 
tian will go on to realize Christ as his Priest 
who lives in heaven for access and blessing. 
It makes all the difference in the world 
whether we accept him only as a Saviour or 
as Priest as well. 


Sunday.—Read Isaiah 11 : 1-10. Al- 
though this is an alternative lesson, descrip- 
tive of Christ’s reign of peace, it may perhaps 
appropriately follow the consideration of 
Christ’s present life in heaven. This is the 
third picture of Christ foretold in Isaiah (see 
chaps. 7 and 9). In verse I there is a refer- 
ence to the stock of David’s family passing 
into decay, and then out of the ruin a shoot 
springing up to be the Head and King. 
Note also the contrast between the preced- 
ing chapter, in which Assyria is described as 
a great forest which will be cut down. In 
verses 2-5 we have the supernatural charac- 
ter of Christ as King. Seven operations of 
the Holy Spirit are recorded, just as John in 
the Revelation speaks of the seven spirits 
which are before the throne. Each of these 
points calls for careful attention as expressive 
of what Christ was on earth and what he will 
be again hereafter. Then in verses 6-10 
comes the vision of peace and blessedness. 

This has not yet been fulfilled, nor does 
there seem any warrant for expecting it 
through the gospel. It is doubtless descrip- 
tive of the millennial period when Christ 
shall rule over this ovo | as King. When 
this is understood we shall avoid the mistake 
of thinking that permanent peace canbe 
guaranteed apart from the presence of the 
King. 
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It is true that the sang ** 


angels 
of | on earth ’’ at Christ’s birth, but-we also 


that he said-he came ‘‘ not to send but 
pal Ine dloays Veen sired by ebpesibos 
ma 
een and evil. San is 
Scripture to assure us of any other 
than conflict and controversy until Christ 
comes to put an end to it, Here and in 
many other passages the eT ie en of 
giory are per- 
unless we associate them 
with our coming as King to reign over 
the earth. All this is still more ciear when 
verses 11-13 are studied, which tell of the 
restoration of Israel in a way that has never 
yet taken place. 
Questions for Further Study 


1. The Ascension in the New Testament. 
It is important to collect the various allusions 
and references to the Ascension as they are 
found scattered through the books (see Luke 
9:51; John6: 62, etc.). The Ascension 
will then be seen in a threefold light ; (1) As 
the crown of Christ’s earthly life; (2) as the 
commencement of His life in Heaven ; 
(3) as a guarantee of His coming. again. 
(Acts 1: 12). 

2. TheWork of Witnessing. See Acts 1 : 8. 
This was what the disciples had to do, to 
tell what they had seen, heard and known. 
Personal experience must lie behind all true 
teaching. They were to be witnesses to 
Christ. They were to do this work every- 
where, They were to do it in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. A, witness must have 
three qualifications: (1) sanennne t (2) 
candor; (3) disinterestedness. e dis- 
ciples had all three and were thus enabled 
to accomplish their Master's will. 

3. The Authority of Christ. All through 
the Acts and Epistles the Lordship of Christ 
is especially mentioned ‘* that he might be 
Lord’? (Rom. 14:9). Paul’s favorite desig- 
nation of Christ is ** Lord,’’ and in propor- 
tion as this thought of Christ’s supreme 
authority is realized, our life will be accord- 
ing to his will. 

4. The Kingship of Christ. This is still 
future. He is not now on His own throne 
but at the right hand of His Father’s. The 
day will come, however, when He will be 
King in His own right. He is never called 
King in connection with the Church but 
only ** Lord,’? but when he comes again he 
will be ‘King of the Jews’ and * King 
of Kings.” A Concordance will show with 
great significance in which books Christ is 
described as King. 

5. A helpful treatment of the Ascension 
will be found in ‘Studies in Luke’s Gos- 
pel,’? by Dr. Charles S. Robinson, Vol. 2, 
page 312 (American Tract Society, 25 cts.). 

WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, TORONTO, 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











HERE are times in all our lives when 
physical conditions have very much to 
do with our feelings, and very fre- 

quently we create an atmosphere without 
being conscious of it, We may not speak in 
ill-temper, or allow ungoverned words to 
escape our lips, and still we may change the 
whole spirit of a home by our lack of cordial 
and happy word and expression. 

It is worth while to get into the right dis- 
position and feeling each day before we see 
others, The right start means a happy day, 
and without that start the slightest provoca- 
tion may gain the victory over us and cause 
us to say and do those things which we will 
deeply regret. And our happy attitude to 
life, and manifest feeling, may influence the 
entire household, It is very difficult for any 
one else to feel cross long if some one of the 
home circle is cheerful and happy.. Glad- 
ness, patience, and cheerfulness will do an 
immense amount in making the home ideal 
and delightful, and in making morning meal 
and service of family prayer one of whole- 
some and strengthening delight. 





December 14 to 20 
Mon,.—Luke 24 : 50-53; Acts 1: 1-11. 
The Ascension 


The influence of the Ascension was tnat 


of great joy. This joy remained, as they © 


were continually in the temple praising and 
blessing God. This parting did not mean 
sadness and weeping, for the reality of his 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 20 (Luke 24: 50-53; 


divine, permanent presence was there, God 
does not want earth’s nis bemnestions to be times 
of grief, for death with Christian means 
ascension, and ascension is life eternal, 

PRAYER yn ge Thank Gad for 
the visions @, , for thoughts v7) 
love and glory, sd gp: fom of better 
and dife. T. him that every 

is a day nearer the highest and best at- 
tainment. Pray that every habit which 
hinders us from pure and true attainment 
may be garreegte. Pray for the joys of, (cid 
and hope, for the constant sense of joys to 
come, 
Tues.—Acts 2 : 14-28. ‘The Living Christ. 

This quotation from David which Peter 
uses has wonderful inspiration in it: ‘1 
beheld the Lord al eters my face ; for 
he is on my t hand, that I should not be 
moved,”’ later he says ; *¢ Thou madest 
known unto me the ways of life.’’ This 
consciousness of the presence and enlight- 
enment of Christ is worth more than all else 
in life, and it may be ours. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to 
vide homes for the homeless ones 7 ae Belglam, 
France, Austria, and of all ¢ 
nations. Pray for them as this hare cold 
winter comes on. Pray that orphans may 
find the love of parents in those. who adopt 
and care for them, Pray for the widows and 
the aged who are homeless, shelterless, and 
Sorlorn. 

Wed.—Acts 2: 29-47, Faith in the Exalted Christ. 

Certain exceptional results came from this 
plain, fearless preaching of Peter. The ex- 
alted Christ was honored, and God’s Spirit 
came upon them with power. First they 
repented. They continued in faith and fel- 
lowship. Others saw, feared, and believed. 
They shared their possessions, and were 
happy, single-hearted, prosperous, and the 
church grew. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for India. 
There was never a time when so many of 
the downtrodden and low-caste were crying 
out for God and turning to the truth. 
Whole villages and townships, tens or thou- 
sands, are eager to come into the light of 
Christ! Pray for the missionaries and 
doctors ; pray for the teachers and native 
workers, Pray that more may goto help, 
and that money may be provided quickly. 
Thurs.—Acts3 : 1-11. Power of the Living Christ. 

‘* What I have, that give I thee.’’ What a 

pi He wanted money; he got a new 
imb. He never dreamed that these men of 
God had such power, but he found himself 
‘‘ walking and leaping and praising God.”’ 
We do not estimate as we should God’s 
power. We have omnipotence through our 
faith in the Son of God. Why do we not 
use it? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for those 


who are in authority, that they may be led | 


and instructed by divine wisdom, Pray for 
the President constantly. Pray that he may 
be remembered in prayer in all the homes of 
our land. Pray for the rulers in South 
and Central American countries. Pray for 
Canada, and especially pray for poor Mex- 
ico at this time, Let your prayers go out 
to the nations, 

Fri.—Acts 3: 12-26. The Prince of Life. 

The gathering of this crowd who followed 
the healed man was Peter’s opportunity to 
proclaim the truth of the Cross. What a 
wonderful title he gave to Christ—‘‘ The 
Prince of Life !’? What lines of truth it 
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Acts 1 : 1-11) 


opens up! ‘*I came that they may have 
life, and may have it abundantly.’’ eh. 
him was life; and ‘the life was the light of 
men,’”’ 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: Pray for pam 
Pray that they may the secret o, 

tianity and not substitute civilization for it. 
Pray for her rulers, her leaders, her uni- 
wersities, and her children. Pray that her 
martial and her material success may not 


spiritual values of life. 
nese students in America, 
Set.—Eph. 1: 1-14, 


ay for the Japa- 


Redemption through the Ascended Christ. 
The knowledge of our redemption is a 
constant source of peace and joy. We are 
redeemed, and all our sins are forgiven. To 
know that our ascended Lord has finished 
his work of redemption, and that we are 
eternally forgiven, is enough to fill our hearts 
with perpetual and ever-increasing joy. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for. China 
and Korea. The awakening in these coun- 
tries within the last two decades is beyond 
parallel in history. The growth of spirit- 
ual interest is immense, If our faith and 
efforts combine, the results cannot be imag- 
ined, Pray that Goa’s grace may abound 
in these lands, and thatail problems may 
be adjusted, 


Sun.—Eph. 1: 15-23. Exalted over All. 

The exalted Christ is almost an overlooked 
fact in the thinking of the Church. See 
what these verses contain: ‘* The greatness 
of his power to us-ward who believe’’ ; the 

wer which raised Jesus and placed him at 
his right hand, ‘* far above all principality,’’ 
and ‘* put all things in subjection under his 
feet.”’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a happy, 
useful, restful Sabbath Day. Pray for the 
Sunday-school superintendent and all the 
teachers. Pray for your minister by name; 
pray that his message may arouse the church, 
encourage the disheartened, and comfort the 
sad. Pray for quiet moments to think to- 
day. 





[ Children at Home 


turn her from valuing aright the moral and. 
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Over 400 styles in Ming James Version 
and American Standard Version in 
all sizes of type and all styles of binding. 


Our long experience of over 50 years in Bible making 
enables us to give you the very best expert work- 
manship and quality. All our Bibles are bound in our 
own bindery under our direct supervision, and no ex- 
pense has been spared to obtain the best results, so 
that every Bible we make is absolutely dependable. 
Our thin India Paper Editions are the latest word in 
Bible printing. 


The American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


Is growing fast in popular favor and is used by the 
American Bible Society and all the religious denomi- 
nations, and recommended by the greatest Biblical 
scholars. ‘The Standard Version of the Scriptures 
for the English speaking world” because it is ‘ the 
best version in any language.” 

Made in every style to meet every need 


For sale by ali Booksellers. Send for interesting FREE booklet to 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


ible Publishers for Over 50 Years 
331A Fourth Ave. (Cor. 27th St.), New York 
Agents wanted for the Explanatory Testament 











Ralph’s Christmas Courage 
By Francis McKinnon Morton 


ALPH was the minister’s son, and lived 
in the little parsonage by the village 
church, There were a great many 

things about this that he liked. He liked to 
see the people coming to church and to 
Sunday-school, and he liked tosee the church 
being decorated for weddings and for Thanks- 
giving and Christmas times, He liked to 
hear the chojr practising on Friday nights, 

This year he was twelve years old, and a 
big boy for his age; so he had been kept 
very busy indeed helping with the Christmas 
Tree decorations. There was the great ce- 
dar tree on the platform of the Sunday-school 
room, and that, of course, had to be hung 
with all sorts of glittering decorations. A 
twelve-year-old boy is about the handiest 
way in the world to get some things done, so 
Ralph had little idle time that Christmas eve. 
There were cedar wreaths to be made, too, 
and garlands to be woven and hung, and 
letters to be covered; and all the big boys 
and girls were busy and laughing and talk- 
ing and singing at their work. 

When the decorations were all in place 
and the last of the goodies hung on the beauti- 
ful tree everybody went home, gaily trooping 
down the village street and laughing and 
singing as they went. 

After td they were all coming back, 
but for an hour or two the church. was left 
alone. 

Ralph had an errand to do for his father, 
and was coming home, when he heard a 
little gasping cry right on the church steps. 
Of course it would have been an easy matter 
for him to hurry right past and then go home 
and tell his father about it; but that isn’t a 
brave boy’s way of doing things, 

When he got to the door he heard Miss 
Allensworth’s voice say in a frightened half- 
whisper: ‘‘Is that you, Ralph? Oh, I’m 
so glad you’ve come. Mother and I came 
early to the Christmas Tree, and I thought 
we’d just come on in and turn on the lights ; 
but there’s something in here. It must be 





( Continued on next page) 





The Sunday School Times 
in 1915 will offer 


A simplified, strengthened lesson department. 


Remarkable “Sidelight” articles, specially contributed, on 
the International lessons. 


A Billy Sunday News Department—look for next week’s 
announcement. 


The cream of America’s “Sunday-School System,” — or 
articles almost every week solving the practical problems of 
your Sunday-school work. 


The romance, adventure, and fresh light thrown by arche- 
ology on the Bible popularly reported. 


Striking articles to keep you seeneenly intelligent and 
sanely optimistic about the World W. 


Supernatural events of the mission field described by a 
world-leader in missions. 


An: extraordinary series for ministers (which laymen can’t 
help reading) by one of the most notable laymen in. America— 
look for next week’s announcement. 


Searchings into the secret of living victoriously; and how 
to win others to Christ. 


Robert E. Speer’s every week counsel for The ¥. 
ple’s Prayer Meeting; John Timothy Stone’s daily ee of 


your Family Worship; and ether pure-gold features too many 


to mention here. 
How many other people in your church and scheol 
will you now bring into these riches for 1915 ? 
The offer on page 770 tells how to go aboat it. 
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Children at Home 
( Continued from preceding page) 
somet dreadful, and 1’m so frightened I 
can’t find the light switch,” 
Ralph knew exactly where the light switch 
was, but it was away up near the front of the 
church where the awful noises were coming 
from, ‘There was the sound of a heavy, slow- 
moving footstep, as if some giant creature 
were lumbering about the chancel, and then 
a heavy breathing and puffing as if the giant 
thing had as much breathing room as a big 
bassdrum. In the*darkness and quiet of the 
little church it a fearsome sound, and 
Ralph understood exactly how Miss Allens- 
worth might feel, and he sympathized with 
her very. deeply,—though of course he 
couldn’t afford to feel that way himself. So 
he marched straight up the aisle toward the 
awful sounds, and he found the light switch, 
and turned on a flood of light. 
Then he was glad he was a boy and not 
afraid to do things in the dark! For there, 
inside the chancel rail and just stepping up 
on to the platform was old Mr. Duke’s big 
black cow, She had broken out of the 
beautiful green turnip patch where she was 
allowed to range around and eat all day and 
a!l night, and wandering into the church yard 
she had found a side door n. She went 
in and smelled the Christmas Tree and started 
to fiid it. Just as Ralph turned the light 
on she had found the tree and helped herself 
to a juicy red apple; and she liked this 
so well she was about to get another before 
Ralph could get to her, and take hold of the 
halter strap round her neck and lead her 
out of the door and home to her own turnip 
atch, ~ 

If Ralph had waited at first to go home 
and call his father, old. Mrs. Black Cow 
might have pulled the whole Christmas tree 
down and given herself and the two ladies 
both a terrible fright, and given all the eager 
children a sad disappointment too, to find 
their beautiful tree all torn down, 
Ralph was very glad indeed that he was a 
boy, and a big boy at that. 
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From Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Personal Letters 
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A Book that Breathes 
the Very Spirit of Christmas 


A Little Shepherd of 
Bethlehem 


ANNIE TRUMBULL SLOSSON 


Mrs. Slosson has written many new 
England stories that have found a place 
among our distinctively American literary 
treasures in the appreciative estimate of 
both British and American readers and 
critics. Imagination and sympathy, a 
complete understanding of her New Eng- 
land material, and the picturing of pathos 
and beauty disclosed in the character of 
some who are “just different from other 
folks,""—all have given Mrs. Slosson's 
stories a place quite by themselves. 

This latest story, a Christmas blessing 
to any one who reads it. is appropriately 
offered in artistic book-form especially 
suitable, for a Christmas gift, with a fron- 
tispiece by Charles Stephens. 


Price, §0 cents 
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40. Talking About One’s Self 


OU certainly have misunderstood the 
article in one of my~books to which 
you refer, about ‘‘ talking of one’s 

self.”’ The persons I refer to in the article 
are those who talk to everybody about them- 
selves and about nothing else. Only two or 
three days since I had a call from such a 
person,—indeed, I see him quite often, He 
will talk about nothing else but himself. He 
is a clergyman, and of course a very great 
man, and no doubt there is a great deal to 
talk about. He talks about himself, his own 
work, what he has been doing, what people 
say about him, the great achievements he 
has made, and all such matters. 
But let me say to you in a word that I 
believe most sincerely in talking about one’s 
self as youdo. A great many people are the 
same way. They never talk about them- 
selves to people in general, Those who see 
them every day would not know they ever 
had a care or a pain or suffered in any way. 
But they need one person, a sort of priest, 
to whom they can unburden themselves, just 
as a sick patient does to a physician, You 
might just as well say that it is not right for 
you to tell your physician all about your dis- 
ease as that you should not tell all your 


one who may be able to help you. I am 
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spiritual experiences and spiritual needs to | your pains, then begins to be a healer, a 
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condition in detail to anybody but your phy- 
sician. 

Have you ever thought that the way Christ 
nearly always helps people is through human 
friends? He does not come himself in per- 
son, in bodily presence. My work as a 
Christian teacher and a Christian minister 
is to represent Christ, to interpret Christ, 
not only in my words, but in my life. Some 
person Lene to know a little about the love of 
Christ, and Christ sends him to me. Some 
man is struggling with terrible temptations, 
and needs help instantly. He must have 
the human touch, the c of the human 
hand, the encouragement of the human voice, 
the warm beating of the human heart; so 
Christ sends him to me that I may show him 
a little at least of the divine compassion, the 
divine affection, the divine sympathy, and 
give him a little at least of the divine en- 
couragement, t % so far.as I represent 
Christ truly do I become a real help to those 
who need me. 

I think you understand now just what I 
mean by the article to which you refer. I 
am sure you understand that I do not have 


Absorbine, Jr., is primarily a lini- 
ment, does everything usually ex- 
pours of a high-grade liniment, and 
n addition is a germicide—powerful 
and yet tively safe and harm- 
less. This not only makes it a bet- 


ter liniment but increases its field of 
usefulness. 





is the American-made liniment de 
luxe because of its efficiency, con- 
venience, and safety. It is made of 
herbs—pleasant to use—and econom- 
ical as but a few drops are required 
at an application. 










any reference to such revealings of one’s self 
as you have made to me when you wished to 
have my help, my sympathy, and my encour- 
agement, 

You probably know some people of the 
kind I referred to in the article. I kaow 
some people that I never dare ask when I 
meet them, ‘“* How are you to-day?” If I 
put the greeting in that form I am sure to 
get a long narrative of sufferings, pains, bad 
colds, restless nights, dreary days, and a hun- 
dred other things that belong to the list of 
human ills. Ihave one man in mind now 
whom I always very carefully greet with a 
simple, ‘*Good morning,’’ not giving him 
any chance to speak of his condition, ‘Then 
when he begins his list of ailments I try by 
some cheerful word to divert his mind from 
its sad strain into a more cheerful and happy 
mood, 
I mortally offended a young woman who 
came to me the other day with a long and 


sad story. The case was a sad one—a home 
with feeble parents, money all gone, and 
pinching want facing the family. took the 


matter up ut once in a very practical way, 
trying to find something for the girl to do, 
—that is what she came to me for. Then 
having done this, I merely said to her, 
** Now, my child, try to be brave and cheer- 
ful. Do your duty and trust God, and he will 
take care of you.’’ She wrote me the same 
night a long letter, telling me that I had 
hurt her very sorely by not showing her any 
sympathy. She said that when she told me 
her troubles, instead of sympathizing with 
her, I merely said, ** Be brave, my child.’’ 
She wanted to have condolence of a kind 
that I never give to any person. My aim 
is never to make people’s burdens heavier 
by talking about them, and dwelling upon 
their sad features, but to put cheer and en- 
couragement into their hearts, so that they 
can rise up in new strength and go bravely 
on in their allotted experience. This is the 
true secret of the art of being a comforter, 
The word ‘*comfort’’ means to strengthen, 
and the true comforter is the one who tries 
to make others stronger. If I can take 
away the trouble, of course it may be better 
for me to do it. Ordinarily we cannot lessen 
the burden, and all we can do is to make 
the burden-bearer a little stronger to go on 
keeping his load, 

What I want to say to you is that the 
truest friend is not the one that sits down 
beside you and goes over the painful experi- 
ences of your life with you in detail, merely 
for the sake of showing sympathy, but the 
one who, having listened sympathetically and 
lovingly to the recital of your sufferings or 


physician, a strengthener, enhancing the 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 20 (Luke 24 : so-53; Acts x : 1-11) 
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The Young People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer | 





Sunday, December 20, 1914 


An Unselfish Life (Phil. 2 : 1-11; 
Christmas meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon:—Abraham’s unselfishness (Gen. 13 : 


7-11). 

‘TuES.—Moses’ unselfishness (Num. 11 : 
24-90). 

WED.—Jonathan’s sacrifice (1 Sam. 23 : 16- 
18). 

THURS.—No self-seeking(Rom. 12 : 1-8). 


FRI.—Dying to live (Matt. 16 : 21-28). 
Sa't.—Serving the weak (Rom. 15 : 1-6). 











Wherein did Christ show his unselfishness ? 
Why should Christians be unselfish ? 
What rewards come to the unselfish ? 


HERE are two selves in each self,—a 
lower self which is to be subdued and 
destroyed, and a higher self which is to 

be delivered and set to service. Or there are 
two uses which may be made Of our one self. 
It may be surrendered to evil use, shut in upon 
itself or its own ends, or it may be purified 
to the fellowship and ministry of that which 
has been higher than it, Jesus set forth the 
truth in one of his paradoxes. Whose would 
own his life should lose it. But how can 
that be? Well, there are two lives, a life 
away from God and a life unto God. _Who- 
ever chooses one of these rejects the other. 
The one possibility is the self that we are to 
unself ourselves from, the other is the possi- 
bility we are to rise into. 


Unselfishness is not the same thing as ab- 
sence of motives. Some people are confused 
by the idea that if we like to do anything the 
doing of it becomes selfish. Even Jesus, 
they say, was only realizing himself -and 
doing what he liked. For the joy set be- 
fore him he endured the cross. He was 


-ber this. 





happier dying for men than he would have 
been leaving men unredeemed, Surely. 
Such was the divinity of his unselfishness. 
He had a motive. It gave him joy to give 
himself for men. That is the highest unsel- 
fishness, when the uttermost sacrifice that 
unselfishness can make is borne with love 
and gladness, 
bf 


A young business man was told by his 
doctor that he had only two years to live, 
and that he must stop all work and rest. 
The man had a wife andtwo little boys. He 
spent the two years in harder toil than he 
had ever known to make provision for the 
three whom he loved. He did it with joy. 
He put himself wholly into the sacrifice. It 
was pure, happy, high-motived unselfishness, 


The true better self in each of us which is 
to be given supremacy is the Chiist-self. It 
will help any confusion of thought to remem- 
The old self-self is to be slain. 
The Christ-self is to reign, Paul knew the 
secret of the confusion, its reality and its so- 
lution (Gal. 2 : 20). 

% 


Common everyday unselfishness is the 
world’s great need. A little of it would 
vastly reduce the mass of the world’s un- 
necessary work. We could pay for many 
things instead of charging them. That would 
save bookkeeping, postage, and bill-paying. 
We could carry more things home instead of 
having them delivered.. That would reduce 
labor and the cost of living. We could do 
many services for ourselves which we now 
have others do for us. Alittle thought would 
discover many things which we could do by 
motions we are already making which would 
save both ourselves and others effort which 
is now required. 

& 


The missionary principle is the unselfish 
principle. It/leads men and women to do for 
others for love’s»sake what they think Christ 
would like tohavedone. Missionaries go out 
not to earn meney, not for the sake of a bare 
subsistence even, but solely to do what good 
they can. They give all and ask for noth- 
ing. The same spirit ought to be in the 
hearts of all who stay at home, And our 


mission treasuries are in want because there 
is not enough of the spirit which led Christ 
to do what Paul describes (Phil. 2 : 1-11). 


* 


And after all, where did we get what we | 
have? Is it ours to use as our own? 


** Naught that I have my own I call, 
I hold it for the giver, 
My heart, my strength, my life, my all, 
Are his, and his forever.”’ 





As an old soldier put it, ‘He died my | 
death for me that I might live his. life for | 
him,”’ 


The day on which Christ came is a good 
day on which to let self go, 


<0 


Relieving Europe’s Sufferers 


OME time ago The Christian Herald of 
New. York announced that its Relief 
Fund for the Widows and Orphans of 

the War in Europe had almost reached $30, 
ooo, and that the American Advisory Com- 
mittee was made up of the following persons : 


} Wilbur Chapman, D.D., Chairman. 

avid James Burrell, D.D., Vice-Chairman, 
Pastor, Marble Collegiate Reformed 
Church, New Rork. 

Junius B. Remensnyder, D.D., Vice-Chair- 
man, Pastor,St. James’ Lutheran Church, 
New York. 

J. C. Hartzell, D.D., M. E. Bishop of All 
Africa, 

Charles A. Eaton, D.D., Pastor, Madison 
Avenue Baptist Church, New York, 
Professor R. A. Gosier, D.D., Dean of Bible 

Institute, Los Angeles. 

Z. T. Sweeney, D.D., LL.D., former pastor 
Lenox: Avenue. Union Church of the 
Disciples, New York. 

C. L. Goodell, D.D., Pastor, St. Paul’s M. 
E. Church, New York. 

D. H. Steffens, D.D., Pastor, Martini Evan- 
gelical’ Lutheran Church, Baltimore, 
Md. 

William R. Moody, President Northfield 
Schools, East Northfield, Mass. 





| England, 





John P, Peters, D:D., Rector, St. Michael’s 
P. E. Church, New York. 


F. C. Iglehart, D.D., Field Secretary, Anti- 
Saloon League. 

H. E. DuPuy, Secretary to the Committee. 

Mr. Theodore Waters, Secretary of The 
Christian Herald, after conferring in Wash- 
ington with the State Department and the 
English, French, Belgian, German, and Rus- 
sian embassies regarding the Relief Fund, 
sailed for Europe October 28 to confer with 


| Ambassador Page in London and with the 


English Committee of The Christian Herald 
Fund, in order to arrange for immediate 
relief work among the Belgian refugees in 
From there it was Mr. Waters’ 
plan to proceed to Holland and to Belgium, 
conferring with the American ambassadors 
and the members of the Relief Committee in 
those countries to make final arrangements 
for the handling of the Fund there. If con- 
ditions permit, he is to go to Paris and com- 
plete the plans for work in France. The 
possibilities of travel and other considera- 
tions will determine whether he will meet 
with the members of the committee for Ger- 
many and other countries. 

On November 12 the following cablegram 
was received by The Christian Herald. 

Steamer Jan Block leaves Saturday with six 
hundred tons Christian Herald cargo,—flour, 
rice, —_ I go as supercargo. Food will be 
distributed by ticket system to war widows and 
orphans only, under auspices of Ambassador 
Whitlock. (Signed) WATERS. 

Mr. Waters will supervise the relief work 
in Belgium, which will proceed under the 
auspices of Ambassador Whitlock. Assur- 
ences have been given by the German gov- 
ernment through Field-Marshal Von der 
Gokz, Governor of Belgium, that all neces- 
sary facilities will be granted during the dis- 
tribution. The Christian Herald is arrang- 
ing for other cargoes for the relief of the 
widows and orphans, not only in Belgium, 
but in other countries now at war, where such 
help is most urgently needed. 

Every passing day and week increases the 
suffering and the needs of the widows and 
orphans in Europe,—the more so as winter 
sets in. 

Contributions may be sent to The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa., or to The Christian Herald, 500 
Bible House, New York City. 
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** Without a lobe for books even the richest man ts poor.”” 


Your Christmas Gifts 


Inexpensive and appropriate book suggestions 
Sor every member of the family. 


My Life and the Story 
of the Gospel Hymns 


By Ira D. SANKEY. Mr. Sankey’s story of his own 
life, and the stories of scores of gospel hymns—how 
they came to be written, or the incidents of their use 
all over the world, 24 illustrations; 410 pages. . $1.g0 


Friendship the Master Passion 
By H. Clay TRUMBULL, D.D. A treatise on the Nature 
and History of Friendship, and its Place in the 
World 8 WOU. «ch ie 0 clea wel te ket ke 


The Wise Man’s Gold 


By ‘‘AnTHONY Hosart."’ A charming Christmas 
booklet of 25 pages, bound in mauve and gold, with 
¢ illustrations... sc ce We cewsvenrss OB 


Anthony Comstock, Fighter 
By CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL. An authorized 
biography of this great fighter for purity. The story 
is one of life-and-death adventure, moral and physi- 
cal heroism, and incomparable achievement . . . $1.ag 


From the Nile to Nebo 


By FRANKLIN E. Hoskins, D.D., Syria Mission, 
Beirut. A Discussion of the Problem and the Route 
of the Exodus. A residence of twenty-eight years in 
Syria has given Doctor Hoskins an exceptional 
knowledge of the- people and customs. The book is 
beautifully illustrated with 85 half-tones, contains 
366 pages of type matter, and will be of great inter- 
est to every Bible student. . .-,.. : . $3.00 


Trumbull Year Book 


A book of daily readings, composed of striking 
paragraphs from the pen of the late Henry Clay 
Trumbull, Compiled by Caromine K. HeEr- 
RICK ..... +... + « Cloth, 35c; leather, 60c 


Outdoors, Indoors, 
and Up the Chimney 


By CHARLES MCILVAINE. — For young folks or older 
folks who like to know the why and how of. things 
noticed every day. Illustrated. ........ 95¢ 


A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem 


By ANNIE TRUMBULL SLOsson. A beautiful. Chris- 
mas story of how a little New England boy prepared 
in his own way for Jesus’. Second Coming. The 
book is attractively bound ‘in light blue with gold 
cover stamping, and a frontispiece by Charles H. 
DHOPAORS. fg cscre wet ser OER ee Pe SS So ee 


A Voice in the Night 


By FREDERICK HALL. Mr. Hall has taken some 
of the most powerful and heart-revealing stories of 
the Bible, and has given them a new and sharply 
defined reality for the modern reader. These are 
thrilling pictures of human life in the making’ quite 
different from the ordinary retold Bible ‘story, . . . 7g¢ 


A Message from Mt. Lebanon 
By LayyaAK A. BARAKAT. Mrs. Barakat’s stirring 
life-story bears witness to the power of Christ. She 
has been wonderiully used in her public work as 
teacher and lecturer. Attractively bound in blue 
cloth, with gold cover sited Betis? and ere of 
the author. . . + 75¢ 


The prices quoted include postage. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions? 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


111. What three lion-killers are mentioned 
in the Bible, and which one of them 
used only his bare hands ? 

112, Who scoffed at a prophet when he 
prophesied Poy to a starving city 
and was told that he should see the 
food but not eat of it, and what hap- 
pened to him? 

113. Who tried to find out the secret name of 
an angel, and then saw him ascend in 
the flame of a sacrifice ? 

114. When did four lepers bring glad news 
to a starving city ? 

115. What men lost their lives because 
could not pronounce the letter **h’’? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 

106. Jacob (Gen, 29 : 20). 

107, Laban said this to Jacob after he had 
pursued him to recover stolen goods, 
and after they had erected a cairn as a 
witness that the Lord should watch 
that neither one took advantage of the 
other in his absence, The expression 
implied a warning, not a blessing (Gen. 
31 : 48, 49). 

108. Jacob (Gen. 32 : 24-29). 

109. Benjamin (Gen, 44 : 2-12). 

110, Jonathan and his armor-bearer (1 Sam, 
14 : II-16). 





| Ask Marion Lawrance 





The General Becseteay of the International Sunday- 
school Association will answer questions on Sunday- 
school matters—not biblical questions—that are of 
general interest. If not answered here, they will be 
replied to gorecraty: Address “ Marion Lawrance’s 
Question The Sunday School Times, 1031 Wal- 
nut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





NEW YORK.—The Sunday-schools of Canan- 
daigua are considering plans for to=- 
house visitation in the interests of church and 
Sunday-school work. Some are not fully per- 
suaded as to its value. Are there leaflets on 
the subject? It has been suggested that in- 
stead of having the canvass made by our own 
workers we hire some one person to do it all. 
Doyou know of cases where this plan has been 
followed ?—W. G. L. 


OTHING will stir up the interest of 
your city better than to engage in a 
house-to-house visitation. . Send to 

the General Secretary of your State Sunday- 
school Association (in New York this official 
is Dr. Joseph Clark, 80 Howard Street, Al- 
bany) for the International leaflets on Visita- 
tion. You will find much here of interest 
and helpfulness. 

By all means let your own people do the 
visiting. The results will not be satisfactory 
either to you or to the Er? visited if it is 
done by some one hired for the purpose, One 
of the greatest blessings of house-to-house 
visitation comes to the visitors themselves. 
When the whole town furnishes visitors for 
such a purpose, and does the convassing 
during half a day, a spirit is created in the 
churches and Sunday-schools that will wel- 
come the newcomers, and this would not be 
the case to the same degree by the other 
plan. Many and many are the cases where 
genuine revivals have followed in churches 
that have thus engaged in a general visita- 


tion. - Do not think of letting anybody else | | 


do your work. If you do, your workers and 
your churches will lose the blessing, and the 
results will probably be very meager. 


MASSACHUSETTS. — Some of us here have 
been thinkin - might be a help to our school 
if we shoul anize a Boys t. 
ys — opuaie and lasting advantages ?— 


ole Boys’ Department is here, and it is 

here to stay, because it is constructed 

on right lines, The Boys’ Department 

includes the boys of the teen age, and the 

departments are growing rapidly in all parts 
of the country, 

The advantages are many and lasting, be- 
cause the principles underlying the Boys’ 
Department, as well as the Girls’ Depart- 
ment, are correct. Most of the classes in 
these departments seek class organization. 
It is the time of life when the * get-together 
spirit”’ is at its height. But the difficulty is 
that if the boys and girls are in a department 

( Continued on next page) 
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GET THIS for CHRISTMAS 
** What the Bible Teaches’’ 
By F, G. SMITH, Author, Evangelist, Missionary 
A new book that should send a blazing revival over 
Christendom. Christians who read it feel a tidal wave 


of enthusiasm, interest, and zeal inspiring them to re- 


- 4 hee efforts in the cause of Christ. 
Thrills the Heart and Soul of every Believer. 
k also turns a powerful searchlight on many 
texts of'Scri ture that have uzzied scholars and theo- 
Bible nd it an a able. i inspiring, and 





almost Cae an 

It costs a doltar, but it’s worth its weight in gold, 
You should order it to-day. Ask for jal prices on 
two or more — sent prepaid as Christmas gifts, 
and for free catalog. 576 pages. $1.00 prepaid. 
Gospel Trumpet Co., S.S. Dept., Anderson, Ind. 


Deeper Experiences 
of Famous Christians 


By J.. Gilchrist Lawson. 
Just published. Is the greatest book 
on the Spirit-filled life. 382 pages. 
Twenty-one full- portraits. 
h, $1.00; paper, 50 cents. Agents Wanted. 











Glad Tidings Publishing Co., Lakeside Bldg. Chicago 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


ESTEY 
ORGANS 


In use since 1846, more than 
385,000 having been made 
and scld, 

It matters not where your 
field of work may be, you 
are within purchasing dis- 
tance of an Estey Organ. 
For sale in every city of 
importance throughout the 
world. 


_-ESTEY PIPE ORGANS 


have been placed iu Eng- 
land, France, Germany, 
Turkey, South Africa, Aus- 
tralia; and more than 1200 
in the United States. 


Place your contract with a 
builder whose record for re- 
liability is unquestioned. 


Estey Organ Company 


Factory, Brattleboro, Vermont, U. S. A, 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 20 (Luke 24 : 50-53; Acts 1 : 1-11) 
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is the best song book published. 
The one book that supplies every 
need for Church and Sunday 
School. 














Orchestration arranged for ro in- 
struments, 
Returnable copy for examination 
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Messiah’s Praise SAMPLE COPIES MAILED 
The Divine Stranger | FOR EXAMINATION 
The Holy One 


FOR 5 CENTS 
RODEHEAVER GO. s2tivpincon 
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Get > Beat 7% Sms 


THE NEW A MAKE 
CHRIST T King” 


Prof, E. S Excell Dr. W. 
Biederwolf, Dr. H. W. Stoagh, 
. M. H. Lyon and 50 other 
evangelists, 


The Latest, Best 
and Most Popular 
Book. 
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The Glad Tidings Pub. Co.,.LakesideBldg.,Chicago, UL 





HALLOWED vo 


OVER 500,000 COPIES SOLD 
THOUSANDS OF CHURCHES USING IT 
256 Pages ,100 New gp Responsive Readings. 


$25 per too, not prepaid. 35 cents per copy b mail, 
Returnable samples mailed to“ earnest Sipatvere,” 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., NewYork or Chicago 


METHODIST... Rooms 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
We have all that are published. 
Set of 4M — Serv igi i 0: in stamps. a. 
amen Notes + pos 
Tarbell 's Lang a ns 

Gist of the Lesson, 25c . 25¢. 
BIBLE Genuine he ull bound. Illustrated, 
large type. $3.00 value $1.15 postpaid. 


ALEXANDER’S GOSPEL SONGS 


No. 1—Over a Million Soid 
No. 2 Now Ready—Many Additions 
The enormous sale is result of popular and effective 
character of contents. Returnable sample sent post- 
paid. Cloth, $25.00 per 100; flexible, $20.00 per roo, 


P.H.Revell Co.,158 Sth Ave.,N.Y. 125 N.Wabash,Chicago 














( Continued from preceding page) 
together, as in the Intermediate or Senies 
Departmen usually separate w 
comes to oan olwadk abt activities, and 
these activities are necessary to secure the 
best results in the organized class. i- 
zation endeavors, of course, to deal with the 
fourfold elements of boy-and-girl life,— 
namely, physical, social, conaae 
In the mere matter of Bible instruction the 
differences are not so great, but when it 
comes to the developing of the physical and 
social life they are more apparent. 

You will find much valuable help on secur- 
ing the International Leaflets on the Sec- 
ondary Division from the General Secretary 
of your State Sunday School Association 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





(this official in Massachusetts is Mr. Hamil- Ithroat, and 


ton S. Conant, 602 Ford Building, Boston), 
Three books that would be of special interest 
to you are: ** The Sunday School and the 
Teens,” ‘* The Boy and the Sunday School” 
both by aor L. Alexander (Association 
Press, each $1); ‘* The Girl in Her Teens,’? 
by Margaret Slattery (The Sunday School 
Times Co., 50 cents), 


‘<e 


A Search for Santa 
( Continued from page 759) 

rize, when he saw that signature, “Sallie 

mith, 12 years old’?! ‘Then he began and 
read it all over again, and he saw that it was 
necessarily the letter of a child, but a child 
with a mother’s heart anda sage’s head. Tears 
came into his eyes and he put the letter into 
his pocket. Though others now might write 
with the pens of poets and argue with the 
tongues icemie, they hadn’t the ** ghost of 
ashow’’! He once had a ‘little mother,’’ 
an older sister, of his own. He knew what 
that meant. 

Of course he made inquiries about the 
Smiths and found that Sallie’s data and doc- 
trines tallied. He also learned, through 
Sallie’s one girl confidant, that Sallie’s sole 
purpose in writing the article was that she 
might substitute for Santa. ‘That settled it! 
It was by far the most practical and human 
document received. And he was going to 
see that those five little Smiths sure had one 
Christmas. But in playing the Christmas 
angel he did not forget he was a newspa 
man. His photographer got a picture of Sallie 
one day as she was starting Mary and Eliza- 
beth to school, kissing them at the front door, 
And none of them knew a thing about it, 
And he ran this right on the front page with 
a big human interest story about the five little 


Smiths and their ‘little mother ’’ along with |. 


the prize-winning essay. 

When Sallie saw the paper that night she 
almost dropped the baby in excitement, joy, 
and wonder. She did not know they were 
going to print what she wrote! And how in 
the world did they ever get that picture with 
Mary’s little too-short jacket and Elizabeth’s 
funny little last-winter hat? 

She did not have to consult the “ Helpful 
Hints Column” to get suggestions for her 
Christmas list. It was already made out 
and written down. And she had the per- 
fect, unalloyed bliss of buying every single 
present from the baby’s rattle to mother’s 
new dress and the ecstatic rapture of filling 
every single stocking! Even father’s and 
mother’s! And it was only when she saw 
the seven stockings, all filled, and hanging 
by the fireplace, that she remembered she 
had not hung one for herself. But it would 
have taken a genie’s stocking to hold the 
things that began to pour in on her the next 
morning. Boxes of candy, boxes of flowers, 
beads, ribbons, dolls, books, trinkets, from 
the force at the newspaper office, from’ many 
of the paper’s readers, and from a number 
of the unsuccessful contestants. 

“And to think,’’ said Sallie, ‘‘ that they 
make all this ‘to do’ about things that 
everybody knows!’’ 
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2 NEW ws LANTERN SLIDES ON 
E EUROPEAN WAR 


4b sic a * 50 Slides plain or colored. 
Set ‘‘ B”’ 50 slides plain or colored, 
"Rae Sale or Rent 
Price plain slides per set... .....6+: $10.00 
To rent, per week perset ........e6-. 3.50 


WILLIAMS, BROWN & EARLE, Inc., 
Stereopticons, Movirf Pictures Machines, 
Slides, Educational Films, Screens, etc. 
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Does Your Church or School 


Need a Neighborhood Visitor ? 


If so, the Publisher of The Sunday School Times 
would like to write to you about a former member of 
the paper’s office staff who would be a blessing to any 
church. He is not able to do office work that requires 
comeenes use of the eyes, but he has experience and 

and rare consecration in personal and organ- 
hristian work. Will you ask about him? 


PHILIP E. HOWARD, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, s =  Philadeiphia 
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A good many cards are 
sent up to the Publisher’s 
private office, but never 
before one like this. 


It was a saloon-keeper’s card, and the 
saloon-keeper was waiting in the recep- 
tion room. 


He was a well-dressed, quiet and 
courteous young man, not in the least 
like the leering bully of the cartoon. 
Just a’plain business man on a business 
errand of courtesy. 


He Smely wanted to know if our com- 
pany would object if he should open a 
saloon next door,—a quiet place,—no 
tables, no loafers, just an in-and-out 
bar trade. That was all. 


The Publisher was interested. Why 
next door ? was the natural question he 
asked, 


The answer was simple enough. Busi- 
ness was poor at the present location on 
a street not far away. In fact, the sa- 
loon business wasn't so very good any- 
where just now. His place was too 
large, and the time had come when he 
must seek a new location, as the only 
way he could think of to make any 
money. If not next door, then possibly 


| a little farther up, toward the corner ? 


The saloon-keeper might have talked 
in much the same way if he had been a 
bookseller, or a grocer. But there was 
this difference. He had thought it best 
to ask if we would object to hts locatin 
next door. It was a sincere and fran 
question, implying a wish not to try to 
be among neighbors who would object 
to his presence; and deeper than that, 
his question disclosed a predicament. 


He knew that business was bad where 
he was. Then the Publisher as man to 
man tried to show him that //a/ busi- 
ness was bound to be bad in another 
sense, wherever it was. And this 
straightforward saloon-keeper admitted 
the fact. ‘The business was harmful,— 
to some. But men would drink, any- 
how; and besides that he had been 
brought up in the business since boy- 
hood. (The father was in it before him, 
and what else could he do?) What 
would become of his wife and children 
if his present property, his present busi- 
ness, should be wiped out? That was 
the question with him. 


The Publisher urged him to get clear 
out of that dying and killing business at 
any cost, and the saloon-keeper grew 
thoughtful, discussed the point fully, 
and at last rose to go. 


He had done the decent thing in com- 
ing to inquire, and he was properly 
thanked for that. He was heartily as- 
sured that probably no one along our 
street wontl want to have his business 
located there; and he said that if we 
objected, as he could understand we 
would, he would not apply. 


Then he went out to seek another lo- 
cation, 


Do you get the pathos of it? A strong, 
personally attractive young man so in- 
ured to the saloon-business that he 
could ask whether its devastating work 
would be welcome! Move next door? 
Certainly not! Odviously not. 


But is that so obvious after all? Do 
you think it eee clear as yet to 
the makers and sellers of liquor that the 
Christian people of America don’t want 
their dying and killing business in our 
street, our town, our state, our nation ? 


If that isn’t clear to them, why not ? 


Some of you who are teachers will 
often find in The Sunday School Times 
a good deal of material that will help 
you to set your class thinking frankly 
on this. 


The saloon-business 7s next door to 
you. Shall it stay there? Your neigh-. 
bors are not merely those whom you 
know by name. 


THe PuBLISHER. 
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For You? 
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ur club organizer to send in 
H your renewal of your Gonder School Times subscrip- 
Rejoice his heart by saying how much you 
appreciate the paper and by handing him your renewal 
without solicitation. 


of Vital Importance 


BLE," as a subscriber puts it. 


will be made next week. Those who know ministers 
that would be interested are requested to ask for a 


specimen copy of next week's issue of The Sunday 
Specify. issue December 12. 


your 


The Eleventh Hour 


A Minister’s Announcement 


An Introduction Appreciated 
If there is not yet a Times Subscribers’ Club in your school, 


just ask us for enough srecimen copies to supply 
workers and thus introduce them to an INTERDENOMI- 
NATIONAL and INTERDEPARTMENTAL religious 
"PRACTICAL VALUE JIS_INESTI- 


The Sunday School Times Co.; 1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia 











The Gaunt Gray Wolf (By Dillon Wal- 
lace).—There aie few frontiers left, But in 
the interior of Labrador is still a real frontier, 
and back of this there is a real wilderness, 
the boundless, mysterious forest with its wild 
beasts and wild men. Dillon Wallace has 
learned its secrets “s the cruel experience of 
fact, and he can tell uf them in the a goers | 
form of fiction, The story is full of the spirit 
of the woods and of adventure. - (Revell, 
$1.25 net.) 


Lay Down Your Arms (By Bertha von 
Suttner).—It may be thought well that the 
Baroness von Suttner should have died be- 
fore the great War broke out which showed 
that her life-work had been of slight avail,— 
in the way, at least, for which she may have 
hoped. Reouse not only refuses to disarm, 
but uses her long-prepared armaments with 
the most horrible perfection. This well- 
known, widely-read in England, novel is said 
to have suggested to the Russian Czar the 
calling of the first Hague Conference. 
(Longmans, Green & Co., 75 cents). 


Ezekiel (By Lucy Pratt).—Ezekiel was in 
his general appearance a little black boy, like 
a million others doubtless, save for his ex- 
traordinary powers of story-telling. But as 
Miss Pratt sees him and tells of him he be- 
comes a wonderful symbol of his race. It is 
difficult to think of any other negro character 
so fully characteristic. In him we under- 
stand at a glance the past and future of the 
black race in America. The book is of a 
kind of which we have too few, wherein the 
poet by giving us a view of form and outward 
feature shows us also the deep, mysterious 
truth of life. (Houghton, Mifflin Co., $1.25 
net.) 


The Book of Answered eager (By 
John T. Faris, D.D.).—The Moslems say 
that prayer is the key of Paradise. But here 
is not only a key, but also an opened door, 
and beyond, visions of heaven and glory. 
The author has hidden himself behind his 
wealth of incidents of answered prayer, mak- 
ing scarcely a comment of his own, and he 

uts forth no effort to produce rhetorical ef- 
fe ct. Nevertheless the impression is profound. 
The eyes are opened, unseen things become 
real, the mystery of prayer is explained by 
the fact of answered prayer, the soul is 
wooed and won, and the end is—that we 
believe and pray! ©(Doran, $1 net.) 


Gillespie (By J. MacDougall Hay).— 
This dreadful story may still be recom- 
mended to those who like to see the hand 
of God direct the affairs of men in the dark 
and inscrutable channels which his wisdom 
has determined are for the best. The author 
is no mere chronicler of the bald and cruel 
facts of life. . He feels deepty and truly, 
and we are perforce led to feel with him. 
And so the reader who is made spectator of 
this intense conflict between impotent evil 
and eternal righteousness feels at-the close 
|) that he has had an experience of life which 
leaves him with a clearer vision and a deep- 
ened faith. (Doran, $1.40 net.) 


The Stranger’s Pew (By Thomas Nel- 
son Page).—How would our Lord be received 
if he appeared ip one of our fashionable 
churches as he appeared in the synagogue at 
Nazareth or the temple at Jerusalem? One 
can make a fair guess, and few would differ 
with Mr, Page as to his presentation of the 
exclusive rich man in the front pews, and the 
poor widow in the rear with her contribution 
of two cents. _Oneé’s only difference with 
Mr. Page springs from the query that arises 
as to whether our Lord, if he should appear 
in any such way, would say and do nothing, 
and depart without leaving any impression 
that he had been there. (Scribners, 50 cents 


net.) 
Sylvia’s Experiment (By Margaret R. 
Piper).—The'’ sub-title, ‘‘The Cheerful 


Book,’’ is well earned. Wealthy Sylvia, a 
lonely orphan encircled by a host of triends, 


| determines to have a Christmas family, so 


she plans a house-party made up of other 
lonely people.” She invites these to spend 
the holidays with her at her own big house, 
and a happy, unrelated family gathers. Be- 





sides the beginning of her own pretty ro- 


| mance, two other members of the Christmas 


(Lesson for Dec. 20) Dec. §, 1914 
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family are ally wen erin a nectal F 
way. But for dy theater-party and 


dance, the story is a refreshing and healthy 
one, (Page Co,, $1.25 net.) 


Grannis of the Fifth (By Arthur Stan- 
wood Pier).—Boys will read this well-told 
story with pleasure. Their elders may won- 
der whether it really gives a true idea of life at 
the boarding schools of America. All sorts of 
athletics, with the same boys pre-eminent in 
all; no mention of studies, save a course in 
Virgil to be a stumbling-block to the athletes ; 
just an illusion to ‘‘a short service and a 
short sermon’? to give color to the name St. 
Timothy’s,—a strangely one-sided picture 
surely, but possibly true to life in some 
schools, We may readily believe in the more 
general truth of the frequent and successful 
contests with selfishness and unfairness 
whereby we see the upbuilding of boy-char- 
acter. (Houghton, Mifflin Co., $1.25 net.) 


Down Among Men (By Will Leving- 
ton Comfort).—The war temper of the mo- 
ment makes this story of-a war correspond- 
ent, published a year ago, still timely. John 
Morning, of journalistic fever, got to the 
East with the first news of the Russo-Japa- 
nese war. He sees the armies and the great 
battle. He-does not appreciate the full sig- 
nificance of waz, as does his friend Duke 
Fallows, who sees the defeated Russian 
coming from the battle with the words, ‘I 
am a Plowman, not a Soldier.’’ So he 
pushes John Morning on his way to learn 
that Service is the master-power of life, not 
Force. It is_a hectic story. It is worth 
while to see John Morning purge his system 
of Getting and grow strong with the power 
of Giving. (Doran, $1.25 net.) 


The Modern Church (By Philip A. 
Nordell, D. D.).—The function of the church 
in complex modern society and under rap- 
idly developing educational, social, and in- 
dustrial conditions is dealt with in this text- 
book of fifty-two chapters, ‘The spiritual 
emphasis is strong, while the practical is 
kept constantly to the fore. Some positions 
as to the Bible are questionable ; and recog- 
nizing the Sunday-school as the Bible teach- 
ing service of the entire church, the author’s 
plan of Sunday-school graduates and alumni 
would not be favored. But the book is a 
practical compendium of information of the 
work of the modern church in city and coun- 
try. ‘The Sunday-scheol is given a foremost 
place in the scheme of the religious building 
of the community. ‘The bibliography is 
valuable. (Scribners, 75 cents net.) 


The Golden Censer (By Florence L. 
Barclay).—The world has wanted to know 
more intimately the writer of the ‘* Rosary,’’ 
and here the knowledge is obtained. Not 
that Mrs, Barclay intended it to be so, She 
has loyally pointed away from herself to her 
Master in this little volume on intercession. 
It is no small gain in these days of worse 
than prayerlessness to discover that there is 
in our midst one who is not only a gifted 


novelist, but who is also a humble follower’ 
of Christ, and a close and devout student of 


his Holy Word. One of the author’s doc- 
trinal positions, that of not praying for the 
world, will meet with disagreement; but 
this is a small matter as comparéd with the 
substance and spirit of her teaching. Her 
book is in itself a golden censer full of sweet 
incense. (Doran, 50 cents net.) 


A Huguenot Saint of the Twentieth 
Century (By Paul Seippel) recalls the 
story of the little son of a leader in the Inter- 
national: Sunday. - school field who, when 
racked by the pain of an incurable disease, 
was.able to keep sweet because his constant 
thought was, ‘‘Isn’t God good to us?’’ 
Adele Kamn, a French invalid whose life on 
earth ended at twenty-five, *‘carried the art 
of being an invalid to perfection.’’ Her at- 
titude was expressed by her own words, ‘I 
have at last learned to love my illness. ... 
It does not seem an enemy any longer, but 
rather an inseparable companion, who teaches 
me many precious lessons by the way.’’ 
*¢ In the crucible of Christian faith her sorrow 
was turned into a wonderful joy.’’ Olive 
Wyon has done well the work of translation 
fromthe French. (Revell, $1.25 net.) 
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LOWEST PRICES EVER MADE ON GOOD BIBLES 









icy mountains 
India’s coral 
strand.”” . 


Special Values in 
Oxford Teachers’ Bibles 


All Contain the Famous Oxford Helps 




















04401 Clearly printed in Minion Type, strongly bound in Keratol, with over- $1 00 
z * 


lapping covers, round corners. red edges, size 7% x5 inches, . . . . 
Add 15 cents for postage 


04470 Beautifully printed in Brevier Type, self-pronouncing, durably bound 
in French Morocco Leather, overlapping covers, round corners, red red $2. 00 


under gold edges, size 74x5% inches. : 
Add 15 cents for postage 


Specially Attractive Oxford Bible on Oxford India Paper 
0623X Superbly printed on the famous Oxford India Paper, the thinnest paper 
in the world, in Minion Type, strongly bound in French Morocco 
Leather, overlapping covers, round corners, red under gold edges, $2. 50 


size 6%x4% inches, only t inch thick, 


0773X Clearly printed on the famous Oxford ' India P Paper, in Minion Black- 
faced Type, durably bound in French Morocco Leather, overlapping 
covers, linen lined, round corners, red under gold edges, size 7% x5 $3. 50 


inches and only 1 1-16 inches thick, 


0803X poneiteny punted on the famous Oxford India Paper, in Brevier 


Black-fac 


Type, durably bound in French Morocco Leather, over- 


lapping covers, linen lined, round corners, red under gold er size $4. 00 


7X4¥%X1 3-16 inches, . , 
0834X Superbly printed on the famous Oxford India ‘Paper, in Brev 


oo. we mle 


ier, 


Self-Pronouncing Type, strongly bound in Persian Morocco Leather, 
overlapping covers, leather lined to edge, silk sewed, round corners, $5. 00 


red under gold edges, size 74x5% inches, only % of an inch thick, 


0933X Clearly printed on the famous Oxford India Paper, in Long Primer 
Type, self-pronouncing, durably bound in Alaska Seal, overlapping 


covers, leather lined to edge, silk sewed, round corners, red under 8 
edges, size 844x5%4x1% inches, : 1a 


“ $6.00 


Other styles at $7.00, $8.00, $9.00, $1 0.00 ant upwards 
Order from your Bookseller by number 


if your Bookseller cannot supply, order direct. Send for complete 




















Oxford University Press American Branch 


35 West 32nd Street, Room 331, New York 











Books for Gifts 





By CuHartes A. MCALPINE. ‘‘Here is a book full of the keenest 
wit and shrewdest observations on.many problems of pressing impor- 
tance in our day.”’ 





RELIGIOUS HUMOR 


Hogan and Hogan 


Theology in Overalls 





Price, $1.00 net. 





By HARRIET MALONE HOBSON. 
««Sis Within."’ 
purpose, 


The Comrade of Navarre 


FICTION 


A Story of the Huguenots 

Author of ‘‘Jinks Inside’’ and 
The great ‘‘universal peace’’ novel, A book with a 
Price, $1.25 net. 





By E. T. TOMLINSON. 
table teller of tales for boys.'’ Price, $1.25 net. 


FOR BOYS 


Carl Hall of Tait 


A story of school life for boys by an ‘*inimi- 





By 


W. J. Sty, Ph.D. 
story-tellers like to tell, and children like to hear. Just the book for any 
one to whom the child turns with the plea, ‘‘Tell mea Story.’’ Price, 
$1.00 net. 


STORIES FOR CHILDREN 


World Stories Retold 





Nearly two hundred of the best stories, which 








The Griffith G&G Rowland Press 


1701-1703 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 

















Good Books for Boys and Girls 





GOOD STORIES FOR GREAT HOLIDAYS 


. By FRANCES JENKINS OLCOTT. 120 stories to be told or read 


to children—or read by children—in celebration of seventeen of our most important holi- 


days. Attractively illustrated in color. $2.00 net. 


THE BOYS’ BOOK OF BATTLES 


Forty vivid, thrilling battle:scenes from Ancient Egypt to Europe of to-day, described 


in prose and poetry. Every selection will be read with the tensest interest, b« 


th by young 


and old. Profusely illustrated with reproductions from great historical paintings. $2.00 net 








Increase Your Sunday School 
Membership and Offerings 








FOR LITTLE TOTS 


FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 








A BOOK OF FAIRY-TALE BEARS 

By CLIFTON JOHNSON. Stories about By L. WORTHINGTON ¢€ 
foxes always have had an unusual charm thrilling adventures of two A 
for children, and this collection of tales 


will prove no exception. Illustrated. 75 in 1911. Illustrated, $1.25 n 
cents net. GRANNIS OF THE 
SONGS OF SIXPENCE By ARTHUR S, PIER. 


THE BOW'RUGITIVES "IN*MEXICO 


7REEN. The 
merican boys 


in Mexico at the outbreak of the Revolution 


et. 


FIFTH 


“An ideal story 


By ABBIE FARWELL BROWN. A | for boys, a story of unflagging interest, but 


charming new collection of verse by the with the highest lessons of hon 


or and friend- 


author of ‘A Pocketful of Posies"’ and ships.” —Lexington Herald. Mlus. $1.25 net. 


“Fresh Posies."’ Illustrated. $1.25 net. 
THE ESKIMO TWINS 
By LUCY FITCH PERKINS. As 
bright and jolly as the Dutch, the Japanese, 
and the Irish twins, whose stories have de- 
lighted so many young readers, Illustrated. 


$1.00 net. 
THE DOT BOOK 
By CLIFFORD L. SHERMAN. A 
clever picture book with jingles of which 
the final word is left blank. Will, furnish 


ANTIETAM 

By EVERETT T. ‘TOMLI 

second of Mr. Tomlinson’s C 

ries, narrating the further ex 

tures of Noel, the young shar 
lustrated. $1.35 net. 


By JAMES WILLARD S¢ 
tale of the making of a you 
more thrilling than Mr. Schult 


THE YOUNG SHARPSHOOTER AT 


NSON. The 


civil War sto- 


citing adven- 
pshooter, II- 


ON THE WAR PATH 


‘-HULTZ. A 
ng chief, even 
z's earlier sto- 


fun for all the family, Fully illustrated. ries of Indian life. Illustrated. $1.25 net. 
$t.00 net. HANDICAPPED __ 
NANNETTE AND THE BABY By HOMER GREENE. “ Will inspire 


MONKEY every boy reader with a laud 

By JOSEPHINE SCRIBNER GATES. 

Like “ Little Girl Blue” Nannette is a doll, 

and a fascinating one to little folks. Illus- 
trated in color. 50 cents net. 


Illustrated, $1.25 net. 


able desire to 


emulate the hero.'"—Philadelphia Record. 


THE BIRDS’ CHRISTMAS CAROL 
By KATE DOUGLAS WIGGIN. The 


THE DOERS first dramatized edition of one of the most 

By WILLIAM J. HOPKINS. Tells in popular Christmas stories ever written. Full 

a way that will interest young children how stage directions are given. Paper 35 cents 
a house is built. Illustrated. $1.00 net. net; boards, 60 cents net. 








THE EARLY LIFE OF MR. MAN 
By E. BOYD SMITH. This story by the author of “ The Story of Noah's Ark ' 
‘‘ before the flood.”” With 24 full-page colored pictures, bubbling over with hum 


* deals with life 


or. $2.00 net. 








4 Illustrated Holiday Bulletin sent FREE on request “@ 
New York 


Boston HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY 





Littles se Sustem 


Doubles Attendance Doubles Offerings 
How to Start the System 


Start the System by presenting every scholar with the No. o celluloid pin. 
For every term ot three months’ uninterrupted attendance the pupil earns a 
reward, ‘Thirteen consecutive Sundays may be considered as three months. 

For the first term the No, 1 pin; for the second the No. 2 pin; for the 
third the No. 3 pin; for the fourth the No. 6 pin. 

Pupils absent without a satisfactory excuse lose the interrupted term, but 

may begin a new term the next Sunday they attend, continuing to wear the 
pin already earned. 

No. 6 solid golid pin is presented outright. with a handsome certificate, 
QxII inches, with seul and ribbon attached. Certificates are free. 

No. o pin (celluloid), tcent each. No. 1 (bronze), 6 cents. No. 2 (gun 
metal finish), 15 cents. No. 3 (solid silver), go cents. No. 6 (solid gold), 
85 cents. Gold wreath, 85 cents. Gold year bars, 65 cents each. 

Pins are made in over seven hundred different names. Send for folder 
in seven colors and three bronzes, also free sample certificate. 

Pins 2, 3 and 6 are hand engraved and hand ly led in three 
colors. 

A sample set of 5 pins in an attractive velvet box are sent on approval 
to be returned in thirty davs. 





























Sunday School Attendance Increased from 108 to 173 per cent 
in Less than Five Months 
Name or Orricer | Date Numeper | Arrenpance| Numper | Per Cant. 
‘ * | STARTING. | Present.| Reportep. | Present. GAIN. 
TC. ‘A. De Reon, Supt. : 
Huntington Beach, Cal. Jan, x 49 | May 20 ead 108 
a tg 5. Oct. 1 29 | Dec. 31 60 107 
FT enous Oct. 29 30 Dec. 14 65 116 
ada fo ary ort Mar. 1 42 May r 115 173 
Above results f follow ved the introduction of § ‘ Little’s Cross and Crown System.” 




















MacCALLA & CO., Inc., 249 Dock Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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COLORS! 














Are You Ready to Mobilize Under the Banner of Christ? 


This is a time of world trial. The Nations are being weighed in the 
balance. Every good, right-thinking man- and woman must feel at~ heart 
that now, if ever, they must show their Colors and DO SOMETHING to 
advance the Kingdom of Christ on Earth, 


You. may be a good citizen in many respects—an exceptional one in 
the world’s estimate. But—are you doing some real, personal work for 
the upbuilding of Christ’s Kingdom ? 

Are you a Christian Reservist, a member of the great Army of the 
Lord but with your Armor off and your Sword — the sword of the 
Spirit—laid aside for a time? 


Throughout the Christian Church the Call is sounding to every last 
Have you heard 
Read farther. 


Reservist to gird himself for Great and Eternal Deeds. 
it? Don’t say no, because you hear it NOW, right here. 
The great CuristiAN HERALD family circle is a 


PREACHERS YOU WILL GLADLY HEAR. The weekly ser- 
mons, fresh from the minds of the greatest preachers—practically every 
famous preacher speaks from THE CHRISTIAN HERALD pulpit—will inspire 
mightiest zeal. 

The Daily Meditation Bible Thoughts for FAMILY WORSHIP, by 
Jowett, Meyer, Caswell, Cooper, will give a new grip on the Word. 

The Testimonies to ANSWERED PRAYERS from Members of THE 
CHRISTIAN HERALD Prayer League, will enlarge faith to any need. (Have 
you heard of this continent-wide prayer circle, thousands strong and in- 
creasing daily ? ) 

The SUNDAY SCHOOL EXPERTS—Lawrance, Wells, Brown, Hos- 
kins, the Crafts and others, will study to make this branch of Church work 
a joy and power. 

Its treatment of the Young People’s topics; its famous Mail Bag 
Answers to Searching Questions on the Bible, Morals, 
Secular Matters ; its unique linking up of the Mews and 





standing army in active service. Under the banner of 
Christ they stand for righteousness in all relations of 
life. ‘Their outposts reach across continents, For nearly 
forty years this army, constantly renewed, ever increas- 
ing, has done battle for the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. Will you join its ranks ? 

Will you join the ranks-for a great Advance Move- 
ment all along the line?» THE CurisTiIAN HERALD 
Family circle is made up of families, as the name implies. 
‘THE CHRISTIAN HERALD éfsedf is a family power, and a 
power in the family, We need-your help in this timely 
movement to bring the Church back itself. Will you 
join our ranks? 

THe CuristiAN Heratp is CANVASSING THE 
COUNTRY along a new line to show the true con- 
dition of the Church, The canvass will reveal many 
a Church Organization that has steadfastly increased 
in Membership, in Spirituality and in Influence for 
good in its community, .Such_ information will. . be 
of inestimable help to every Congregation which ‘is 
bewailing its own decline and is on. its knees in prayer for Greater Power. 

In its CAMPAIGN FOR A RESTORED CHURCH THE CurisTIAN 
HERALD will have the co-operation of its 300,000 subscribers, four-fifths of 
whom are year-by-year readers of the paper, reaching a million intelligent 
readers, in almost every case Church members and representing all the 
evangelical denominations. It is the natural leader in this work, because 
of its sterling orthodoxy and its unbiased interdenominationalism, It is 
the one paper to round out the religious literature, if not indeed the 
general reading, in the home ; without it many of the best things in current 
news and thought are entirely missed. 

In order that the great influence of THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 
shall be exerted to the full in promoting A GENUINE REVIVAL 
‘THROUGHOUT THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, whatever goes into 
the paper in 1915, both Religious and Secular, will make for a stronger 

















the Bible; all these features will have their effect upon 
the Movement for a Reinvigorated Church. 
Its wide weekly review of Denominational and Mis- 
stonary News will be a powerful incentive to good works. 
Vivid stories of the distribution of the great Curis- 
TIAN HERALD RELIEF FUND among the Widows and 
Orphans of the War will quicken Christian Charity in 
every direction. Jncidenially, your gift to that cause 
can find no more direct channel to those sufferers. 
And besides these and other Religious Features— 
Dr. Francis E. Clark’s, fine Holy Land Travel Series ; 
Stories of New Explorations ; a popular Do You Know 
Your Bible Contest, with Prizes ; symposiunis on Big 
Questions—éesides these there will be the entertaining 
epitomes of World News for quick reading ; an Expert’s 
Summary of the War; a Page of Strong Editorials on 
Civic and Religious Subjects ; and excellent Articles on 
Topics of First Interest to the Home and Individual. 
Even the PICTURES AND THE FICTION will 
have their positive part in this Church welfare movement. THE CHRIs- 
TIAN HERALD is liberally illustrated and its fiction most carefully selected. 
In addition to the charming new serial mentioned below there will be 
many short stories, many poems and the inimitable contributions of Miss 
Margaret E. Sangster. It is characteristic of CHRISTIAN HERALD stories 
and poems that no one can read them without becoming tenderer in heart, 
nobler in mind. 





That, then, is THE CHRIsTIAN HERALD’s part in the establishing in 
1915 of a Church that shall have no spot or wrinkle or any such thing. 
All that THE CuRIsTIAN HERALD is, after its thirty-six years of develop- 
ment and service and increase as the Leading National Religious Weekly, 
will be devoted to this object during 1915. 


Shall not the Church rally to its aid? SHALL NOT, YOU RALLY 
THE CHRISTIAN HERALD TO YOUR ‘AID IN REACHING A 














Church, for a closer walk with God and for greater zeal according to HIGHER PLANE OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE INDIVIDUALLY 
knowledge. AND IN YOUR CHURCH? 
Pee ae CT tee eee eee ee 
. , ! THE CHRISTIAN HERALD i te Poll anna ? 

, . Bible Thoughts Te . $70 Bible House, New York City il oe ; y . 3 
Next to tts sermon page, the Daily Meditations ’ la i Two years ago this merry sprite, the creation 
have perhaps been the most helpful of the stand- ' Please find enclosed $1.50, for which send 3 of the noted author, Mrs. Eleanor H. Porter, 
ing features in Tue CHRISTIAN HERALD. q me The Christian Herald every week from 0 made her debut in the pages of Tue CurRisTIAN 
Throughout 1915 Dr. J. H. Jowett, the spiritual ~ NOW until January, 1916. ¢ HERALD, and for a whole season fascinated au- 
charm of whose pen we all know, will lead the . Pr diences with her *‘ glad game" secret of happi- 
Meditations, contributing the Sunday Thought. fee E ness. When the story ended a sigh of regret 
With him will be associated Dr. F. B. Meyer, | FS went up ali over the continent. 

Dr. Clayton Sedgwick Cooper and Rev, Edwin Y S ‘-Pollyanna”’ is one of the living characters 
W. Caswell, all men of high spirituality, who i ‘ in literature. She now returus to THE CurRIs- 
will contribute the Meditations Jor the remain- gy fuedd Qaaress ] TIAN Heratp, her glad delightsomeness more 
ing days. r 3 coniagtious than ever. 
! i 
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